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INTRODUCTION. 



I. Richard Wagner. — On May 13, 1813, in a mod- 
est home at the old university town of Leipzig, Saxony, 
Richard Wilhelm Wagner was bom. In the palace of 
the French Bourbons, at Venice, Italy, on February 13, 
1883, he closed his weary eyes. A life of incessant 
struggle was then ended; a life, however, crowned by 
success sublime. On a new field — new at least to some 
extent — the Teutonic race under his leadership proved 
its supremacy. Ignored at first, attacked later on, he 
triumphantly overcame all obstacles, which fate, malice, 
and stupidity threw in his way. His great capacity for 
work, his untiring energy, his remarkable individuality, 
gained for him the admiration of the civilized world, the 
love of his friends, and the respect of his enemies. 

Of the German masters in the field of music, Haydn, 
Mozart, and Beethoven had gradually deepened the im- 
press which by their art their predecessors had left on the 
mind of the public. Those three masters gave to their 
nation — perhaps to mankind in general — something 
better, something loftier than mere material enjoyment 
or the pleasure of the hour. In their thorough knowl- 
edge of the nature of man, they aimed to touch the relig- 
ious chord of the human heart ; yet they barely entered 
upon the way which Wagner followed to the end. While 
Mozart, however, chose the fairy legends, the popular 
myths which originated among the people as a last 
reminiscence of paganism, of the old religion indigenous 
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to the North ; Wagner, especially in his Ring des Nibe- 
lungen^ traced his steps back to grayest antiquity, when 
gods and men yet mingled in friendliness and good-will ; 
when all was peace and harmony ; when sin had not yet 
come into the world. 

Strange, therefore, it is to see that when the German 
master changed his subjects from those located on clas- 
sic ground and approved by fashionable society ; be it 
from his Rienzi, or from the legend of the Fliegende 
Hollander to the tales peculiar to German soil, to 
Lohengrin or Tannhceuser or to the Ring des Nibelungen^ 
he was most severely attacked in his own country. 

Classic Germany was very well versed in the fairy tales 
of sunny Greece. She knew all about Rome and its 
sturdy vigor. From those ancient lands, according to 
well established tradition, were to be gleaned the subjects 
of all mental achievements which could possibly be pleas- 
ing to the eye and ear of the public, or could ever be or 
become of any benefit to mankind. 

And there appears that unknown Saxon. On Scandi- 
navian mountains he dares to lay the scene of his musi- 
cal dramas. The Olympian heights he apparently 
has forgotten. 

Upon Wagner's genius there was imposed the task of 
leading back to the scenes of its childhood the German 
mind, from which all the old traditions of the race seemed 
to have vanished. So it came to pass that in Germany 
itself, Wagner found his most hostile opponents, and 
that his fame in foreign lands was to gain for him the 
esteem and appreciation of his own people. 

We need not show here how in France, Austria, and 
Russia he won over the minds of those susceptible to 
conquest. How by his success in foreign countries he 
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attracted the attention and gained the respect and admir- 
ation of the German. How finally King Ludwig of 
Bavaria aided him to reach the stars, the glimmering 
light of which had for so long a time held chained his 
longing gaze. 

That the average philistine accused the master of 
sternness, of being arbitrary and harsh, cannot be 
strange; for steel or diamond only will do what mere 
wood or day can never accomplish. That he was quaint 
is more than true. He certainly possessed a will of his 
own. His ways were his ways; his likings, his likings. 
When years afterwards I read Holmes' well-known lines : 

" But the old three-cornered hat 
And the breeches and all that 
Are so queer 1 " 

Wagner's picture appeared before my mental eyes as he 
was and as he looked, when I saw him at my father's 
home. 

Though stem of countenance, he was kind at heart ; 
too prodigal perhaps of money, and always ready to help 
those in distress. But when he encountered resistance, 
he, the warrior, showed his metde, and if challenged to 
battle it was struggle to the bitter end. One always 
knew where he stood, what he favored, whose colors he 
espoused. There was nothing in him of the element of 
the scheming politician, who is ever so careful and cring- 
ing; always treacherous when his personal advantage 
seems to require it ; ever found on the popular side until 
he is finally buried in well-deserved oblivion. 

When Wagner died, his nation mourned him as one 
who left her a most precious legacy ; as one who had 
suffered much, but looking upwards had followed the 
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course outlined to him by destiny ; as one who had won 
the victory, had reached the goal. 

II. The Trilogy. — That Wagner, the musician, him- 
self should possess the mental power to furnish the text 
to his wonderful melodies, is perhaps the best proof of 
the divine spirit of the man. It enabled him to overcome 
or rather to avoid the difficulty from which so many com- 
posers suffered : the incongruity existing between the text 
and the music, the word and its harmonical meaning. 
The reader will call to mind some of the Italian operas, 
especially Donizetti's Lucrezia Borgia. 

If the language at times seems mysterious ; if words 
appear, here and there, borrowed from olden times or 
coined to suit the demand of the moment ; let it be re- 
membered that this queemess of expression combined 
with the beauty of the strains of his music wield a mystic 
charm upon the audience, fascinating, irresistible, never 
to be forgotten. 

The foundation of the * Trilogy * was the Older and 
Younger Edda, those birth-songs of the Germanic race, 
which originated on Icelandic soil. Yet the poet was also 
strongly influenced by the * Saga of the Volsungs,' a 
Scandinavian lay ; by the Nibelungen Lied?jidi by German 
fairy legends; and last, though not least, by Wagner 
himself. — 

When the bitter struggle for existence first awakened 
man's intellect to consciousness, when he became aware 
of his surroundings, of the dangers which threatened 
him, of the perils from which he escaped, he felt that 
there must be some power beyond him which protected 
him on earth. In grateful recognition, he first directed 
his devotional thanks toward things material, inanimate 
or alive ; toward stones or animals ; toward mountains. 
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the top of which his feet could not reach; toward 
rivers, the welcome waves of which watered the lands 
that gave him his daily bread. 

But his intellect ripened and the concrete changed to 
the abstract. Nature's phenomena personified became 
the object of his reverence, of his fear, hope, and love : 
the fire or the thunder-cloud; youth in all her beauty; 
old age which conquers all. A great advance it cer- 
tainly was from mere idolatry to polytheism based on 
nature. But man's intellect was not, could not be at 
rest As to his religious ideas, paganism was sufficient 
for the time when it originated, but was lacking in some- 
thing when gradually the mind expanded and was eager 
for something higher. There came to man the lurking 
thought of some loftier power beyond the gods whom he 
himself had created. Something that would live when 
all would perish, something perhaps akin to the Greek 
and Roman idea of fate, to which gods and men alike 
were subject. The final result of all this thought and 
all this search was the change from polytheism to the 
idea of the one God omnipotent, who lives forever and 
controls all, to the northern Alfadur^ the Mosaic Jeho- 
vah, to our Lord. Fetichism is scorned. Polytheism is a 
thing of the past. Monotheism the final result. 

As in the early mom the eastern sky reddens and a 
beam of light, here and there, betrays the approach of 
day; as gradually these rays increase in number and 
intensity until darkness vanishes and one brilliant sun 
reigns supreme — so appeared in the course of myriads 
of years within the soul of mankind the first sparks of 
thought divine. Ideas were generated. They combined. 
A mental sun illuminated the mind which heretofore had 
slumbered in gloomy night. 



X RHEINGOLD 

Thus we find in the < Trilogy ' the strange conflicting 
idea of a god endowed with all human weaknesses, a 
god knowing that there is a power above him ; a god 
employing all means, fair or unfair, to retain what he 
possesses ; a god, in short, who is only one of many, who 
is conscious of his weakness. 

Wotan (Odin) the God of gods, is anxious firmly to 
establish forever the power which he is afraid of losing. 
By rashly made promises he binds himself to do what 
he can never fulfil. To free himself from these obliga- 
tions, he — by thdt — obtains the means of his release. 
Yet the curse follows him and he is aware of the fact. 
He does not feel sorry for his sin ; only its consequences 
does he dread. He knows that he cannot free himself 
or save from destruction the other gods when the end of 
the world shall come. From mankind he hopes deliver- 
ance ; from a mind free of guilt, free of fear. Siegfried 
finally appears. He has come into existence, contrary 
to all that custom and morals could possibly favor. 
His parents atone for their sin; but Siegfried lives. 
He forges the sword, he slays the dragon, wins the ring, 
and awakens Bruennhilde. Yet the curse which rests 
upon the ring pursues even him, the innocent one. 
Faithful in his faithlessness, he wounds the dearest one 
that he possesses, because he loves her. Treacherously 
he is slain by Hagen ; but his mission on earth is ful- 
filled. From the finger of her djdng husband Bruennhilde 
removes the accursed ring. The rejoicing < Daughters 
of the Rhine ' obtain its possession. 

A new era dawns for mankind. An era in which 
gold loses its power for evil ; where love is law. 

III. Rheingold. — Before the stage, in all its beauty, 
is displayed to view, the spectator can hear at a distance 
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the sound of the waves of the Rhine, which Wagner re- 
presents in his Wellen Motiv (imitative of the water's 
current) : 
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When the curtain is removed, the river's bottom, cov- 
ered with cliffs and rocks, is seen. In the waves of the 
Rhine there is swimming at first only on^f the daughters 
of the river-god ; but soon she is joined by her two sisters. 
In their watery course they encircle the rock on top of 
which the Rheingold rests, and of which they are ap* 
parently the guardians. Woglinde, one of the sisters, 
begins her charming song : 
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Her sisters join her in her play. Alberich, the Nibe- 
lung, who has risen from the depths of the earth, 
watches them, at first with indifference, then with a 
desire of making one of the pretty maidens his own. 
He begins his chase, but soon discovers that his efforts 
are in vain; that he is an object of amusement and 
of derision to those whom he pursues. When he is about 
to give up his fruitless attempt, a sunbeam from above 
is reflected by the gold on the diff, and the maidens 
floating around greet it with the jubilant song : 
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Alberich, amazed, inquires of the girls what the splen- 
dor, so suddenly displayed to his eyes, means. The 
maidens are surprised that there could be any one who 
does not know this, and innocently they betray to the 
dwarf, the dweller of the dark regions, the charm of the 
treasure and its power : that he who owns the gold can 
forge from it a ring which will endow the possessor with 
power unlimited. Yet to tell the dwarf the hidden 
secret does not jeopardize the treasure. For no one can 
gain possession of it unless he forever has foresworn 
earthly love. 

Alberich, foiled in his designs, angered by his defeat, 
and thirsting for revenge, climbs up the cliifs, obtains 
the treasure, and with it disappears into the depth. In 
vain do the maidens call for help. Darkness covers the 
stage. The Rhine disappears with its waves and its 
cliffs. The second scene begins. 

The coming day with its ruddy dawn shows a high 
plateau with Walhall, the new castle of the gods, at a 
distance. Wotan and his spouse are sleeping in the 
foreground of the stage. Gradually the clouds of mist 
are scattered, and the air is filled with the music of the 
Walhall motive : 
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Fricka awakens. She beholds the castle in all its 
beauty. She arouses her husband who with her rejoices 
in the work accomplished by the giants. But fear of 
the future overtakes her and casts a veil over her joy. 
For Freia, the goddess of youth, is pledged to the giants 
as a reward for the work which they have done for the 
gods. In vain does Wotan attempt to calm her sorrow, 
by telling her that Loge, the god of fire, has promised 
him to bring the matter safely to such an ending as will 
be satisfactory to all. 

Suddenly Freia appears on the stage, imploring Wo- 
tan*s help and succor. The giants, too, approach. Their 
clumsy step is indicated by the giant motive : 



rF^ .-^f!i-^-j+i- p^N^ 




m 







«:.:>b|r£ 




Wotan plainly states that he cannot, will not fulfil his 
contract. Fafner is angered at the god*s refusal, and 
explains to his brother Fasolt that the gods will not 
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keep their solemn promise, because Freia is the goddess 
of eternal youth ; that the apples alone which she raises 
in her garden can grant them beauty everlasting. That 
if she is taken from them, their power will dwindle away 
and their authority will vanish. This thought of youth 
eternal is represented by the motive : 
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When Donner and Froh, however, attempt to use 
force, Wotan interferes and asks Loge to relieve, by 
his cunning, him and the other gods from the threatening 
danger. To this Loge agrees. Nor is his task a dif- 
ficult one. For the giants and the dwarfs (Nibelungs) 
have always been carrying on a bitter feud; and the 
knowledge that the Rheingold and the ring forged by 
Alberich are in their power, induces them to yield to an 
unwilling agreement : " If the gold be surrendered to 
them, Freia shall be free." 

Wotan and Loge enter the nether world. They ap- 
proach Alberich who by means of the power bestowed 
upon him by the gold, forces his kin, the Nibelungs, to 
manufacture such treasure as the world has never seen. 
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When the two gods approach the lower regions, the 
music indicates the work of the smiths, by the motive : 




In the third scene, Wotan and Loge approach Al- 
berich and his brother Mime, who have just finished the 
Tamkappe (Magic Hehnet), which gives to its bearer 
the power to become invisible or to assume any form 
which he may desire. Alberich is not at all pleased by 
the new arrivals; gruffly he asks the cause of their 
coming; finally he yields to Loge's flattering words. 
To show what he can do, he changes his form first 
to that of a huge serpent, then to that of a small 
toad; suddenly Wotan and Loge seize him, tear the 
magic helmet from him, fetter and compel him to 
give up his treasure, helmet, ring, and all. Yet, be- 
fore Alberich leaves, he curses the ring which he him- 
self has forged, so that no one shall ever enjoy being 
its owner ; that every one shall desire to possess it, and 
that he who does obtain it, shall always fall a prey to 
destruction. This is expressed in the curse motive : 
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Alberich disappears. Wotan's return is greeted with 
joy by Fricka, Donner, and Froh. The gold is turned 
over to the giants. But unwillingly does Wotan sur- 
render the ring to complete the ransom. « £rda ' her- 
self, who knows all things, those that were, those that 
are, those that will be, appears. She warns the God of 
gods. She tells him of the curse which clings to the 
ring. Wotan yields ; and behold ! the curse which rests 
upon the ring at once displays its power.* For when 
Fafner and Fasolt divide the spoils, quarrel at once en- 
sues ; and as Abel was killed by Cain, Remus by Romu- 
lus, so Fasolt falls under his brother's blows. 

The gods stand amazed, but their new abode, Walhall, 
is finished. Fricka asks Wotan to lead her and the other 
gods to their new castle. Donner summons the clouds 
with his hammer ; when they disappear, a rainbow forms 
the bridge by which the immortals go from earth to their 
new celestial home. 

While on their way they hear at a distance the moan- 
ing of the * Daughters of the Rhine,' as expressed in the 
last motive : 
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* A similar idea is underlying Kipling's Kin^s Ankus. Whether 
Kipling obtained it from an EasMndian, Aryan legend, or whether 
he drew from European sources, Kipling only can tell. 
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Neglectful, however, of their sorrow, the gods depart 
and approach Walhall. 

IV. Condttsioii. — Whether by forethought or by 
that unerring instinct which so often leads man to success, 
Wagner in his RhHngold has more than regained what 
he lost by leaving the classic field, aye, even by deserting 
the treasures of purely mythological lore or fairy legend ; 
fields on which those who lived before him, who strove 
before him and gained renown ere his time, had selected 
as the arena on which they succeeded in winning their 
laurels. 

The introductory part of Rheingold belongs to those 
regions which have always been the fighting ground of the 
Gaul and Saxon, the batde-field drenched so many a 
time by the heart-blood of two great nations. A coun- 
try, coveted by both, often lost, as often regained. What 
pride meant on one side, heart supplied on the other. No 
German ever forgets the rippling of the Rhine, its sunny 
hills, and the ruins of the castles once occupied by the 
leaders of his race ; nor does the Frenchman's longing 
ior gloire allow him to subside. 

There is added to the national love for the national 
river, a feeling peculiar to mankind in general. In the 
imagination of the people of the European continent at 
least, water has always played a great part. Aphrodite, 
the most beautiful of women, according to a Greek tradi- 
tion, sprang from the foam of the sea. Dangerous she 
was and destructive, yet at the same time alluring and far 
more to be coveted than all earthly treasure. The Sirens 
enticed Odysseus, as Homer tells us, but wiser was he 
than the fisher of Heine's Lorelei, who gazing at the 
maiden, lost skifE, life, love, and all. Goethe also sings 
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of the water-nymph who decoys the mortal and finally 
drags him down with her into the deep. 

Various legends are current in popular Germanic lore, 
of treasure hidden, of treasure cursed. Wagner himself, 
in his earliest discussion of the myth, relates that Em- 
peror Friedrich Barbarossa guards the gold in the Kyff- 
haeuser Mountain.* In later years, however, he returns 
to the tale of the Nibelungs. And true it is, that the 
Rhine — as far as tradition goes — seems to be the region 
favored by public opinion. 

Seven Ionic cities claimed to be the birthplace of the 
blind old Grecian bard. A hundred Rhenish towns claim 
the honor of being situated near the burial place of the 
fatal wealth. 

Some years ago I had a personal experience which 
shows how well these tales are setded in the mind of the 
German people. 

In the neighborhood of * Fair Bingen,' where Father 
Rhine gets weary of his westward course and turns to the 
north, to wash — as Byron says — the City of Cologne, 
there is located on that river's northern slope, northwest 
of Ruedesheim, and east of Assmannshausen, at about 
an equal distance from either place, a high plateau sur- 
rounded on all sides by bristling woods. A forester's 
home is situated there. Gentle fate guided my weary 
steps to that abode of thorough rest and quiet content- 
ment. 

It was a summer evening late in July. The woods 
were as yet in all their glory. The kind Frau Foerster 
promised me a good night's lodging and all the cheer a 
guest could wish. While I was at dinner, the forester 
himself came home. He joined me at my repast, and a 

* DU Nibtlungen^ Leipzig, 1850, pp. 74, 75. 
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glass of wine soon made him feel at ease and willing to 
commune. 

The evening shades were growing darker when he asked 
whether I would allow him to show me something 
which I had never seen and perhaps should never see 
again. Gladly I consented. He hung his gun over 
his shoulders, and called his faithful * dachshund.* When 
he was ready, I promptly responded to his summons. 

We left the house and entered woodland's darkness. 
No moon was shining. The starlight soon was hidden by 
the tree-tops overtowering us. No path was visible. Our 
feet only could tell us when we left the beaten way. On 
I walked, filled with expectation of what I was about to 
see; almost overcome by the mysterious silence which 
seemed to grow deeper every moment. 

All of a sudden, a turn brought us to the end of 
our journey. We stood at the edge of a precipice, a 
thousand feet above the Rhine. No sound around us. 
Night only with all her grandeur. Opposite us the lights 
of the two villages of Trechtlinghausen and Niedbeim- 
bach, and those of the castle of Sonneneck; imperial 
Rheinstein far away at' our left; to our right the town 
of Lorch. 

The river reflected in its waters the lights of the mod- 
em habitations and those kindled by the guardians of the 
mediaeval abodes. The current seemed a mass of Are, 
strangely contrasted by the darkness surrounding it. 

For a moment we stood there in mute admiration. 
Then the forester quietly approached me, slipped his arm 
around my waist, and whispered : " There, in those flames 
you can see the gold which long ago the nixies buried in 
the water's depth I " 

According to the popular tradition the waves gradually 
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wash away the treasure's wealth. But every year it reap- 
pears, either in the golden grain along the banks of the 
river Rhine, or in the gold of the grapes which cover its 
vine-clad hills. 

RICHARD A. VON MINCKWITZ. 
Nbw York City, Jan. 20, 1902. 
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€rftc Scene. 



At the Bottom of the Rhine. 

Greenish twilight reigns; lighter above, below darker. The sur- 
face of the river is as of seething waters which unceasingly flow 
from right to left. Down towards the depth of the stream the floods 
gradually dissolve into a thin, moist mist, so that the whole bottom 
— to the height of a man — appears to be entirely free from water 
which like a dark cloud flows over and above. 

Everywhere ragged cliffs project from the depth and surround 
the stage. The whole bottom is cleft by crevices here and there, 
so that it is nowhere entirely level. Apparently still deeper ravines 
lie hidden in the darkness. 

Around a cliff in the midst of the stage, whose slender top rises 
into the denser, clearer waters, there swims in graceful circles one 
of the " Daughters of the Rhine » (9t^eint9d^tet). 

ISogliitbe. 

aSeia! SBaga! 
93oge, bu aSeUe, 
loalle jur SBiege ! 
SBagatatDeta ! 
SBaQala meiala toeia! 5 

* ISeia ! ISaga ! Kagdaioeia : not genuine German words, 
but words coined by Wagner to imitate the sound of the 
waves. 
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ISeOgittibed 

(voice, from above). 

SSogthtbe, toaif^t bu aUem ? 

Wt SBeHgunbe Mr' td^ ju jmei. 
KeQgimb 

(appears from the flood and approaches the cliff below) • 

gag fc^'n, ti)ic bu ttwd^'ft 

(She tries to catch WogUnde). 

Koglittbe 

(escapes from her by swimming). 

©id^cr t)or bit* 

(They tease and try to catch one anotlier playfully). 

gftot^ttbeiS 

(voice, from above). 

zo ^etata toeia! 

SBUbed ©efd^tDifter ! 

KeOgittibe* 

glogpbc, fd^toimmM 
SBogHnbe flte^t : 
^Uf mix bie f^iegenbe fangen! 

(dives down and suddenly appears among her comrades at play). 

15 !iDed ®otbed ©d^taf 

' Wit « * * Sllici ! i.e. I am alone now» but should you join 
me, there would be two of us. " ISttbed (^efdlloifier : You 
my daring sisters. 
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*^ » bcffcr bctoad^t 

; , \j bed ©d^Iurnmcmbcn Sdett, 

^ f onft bttt't t^r bcibc bad ©pici ! 

. It 

Shouting merrily they part. Flosshilde attempts to overtake now 
one, now the other. They, however, escape from her and finally 
unite to chase after Flosshilde. Jokingly, laughingly they quickly 
make their way from cliff to cliff. 

In the meanwhile, from a dark ravine, Albericfa climbing upon the 
cliffs ascends from the abyss. Still surrounded by darkness, he stops ; 
and with evident, ever-increasing pleasure watches the play of the 
water-nymphs. 

©c! ^c! 3f^r 3Hcfcr! » 

S33lc fcib i^r nicbHd^, 
neibt^ed ^oll! 

neigtet il^r eud^ gu tnir. 35 

(The girls stop their play when they hear Alberich's voice). 

ISogUtibe* 
©ci! tt)cr tft bort? 

KeOgittibe* 

^^ & bitaimcrt unb ruft. 

"^ Sttflct, tt)cr und bclauf d^t f 

(They go down deeper and recognize the Nibelung). 

fEBogliitbe unb ISettgtitibe. 
^ful ! bcr ©arfttgc : 

** 9HtfeT: nixies, »* nt\btU^t9 : ^ be envied; i.e. charming. 
^' 9{ibeI4eillt : the land situated in the farthest north, where 
cold and darkness reign. 
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(suddenly appearing from the floods). 

30 ^&ttt ba« ®oIbI 

SJatcr toatntt 
Dor fold^cm gcitib. 

(The other two follow her and all three gather quickly around 

the cliff in the center). 

Qffx ba obcti! 

©a« toiU\t bu ba untcn? 

35 ©taf id^ ctt'r ©plcl, 

tt)enn ftauncnb id^ ftiU ^tcr ftc^'? 
Xaud^tct tl^r nicbcr, 
mtt eud^ toUte 
unb ticcJtc bcr Siiblung fid^ gem! 

^ettgittibe. 

40 aJHt un« toitt cr f|)iclcn? 

aaSoglitibe* 
3fft l^m ba« ©Jjott? 

SBtc fd^cint hn ©d^immcr 
i^r l^clt unb fd^bti? * 
2Btc gem umfd^lttngc 

^ ^fAtU Take care. ^ WHUU^I Alberich refers to himself . 
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bcr ©d^Iatileti etec mein arm, 45 

f($ai|)ftc ^olb ftc ^crab! 

9hm lad^' ^ bcr gurd^t : 
bcr Scfaib ift t)crHcbt- 

(They laugh). 

SDcr tttftcmc ^auj! 

ga^t t^ und Icnncnf go 

1r> v^^icjicigt ftt^ ^crab. 

Kogliitbe. 

9hm nal^c bid^ mtr! 

(climbs quickly up towards the top of the clifif, though stop- 
ping from time to time). 

©arftij glattcr 

glitftJ^rigcr ©llmmcr! 

mt gWf i6) an^ ! 55 

SDWt ©anbcn unb Ptcn 

ntd^t faffc nod^ \)aW id) 

bad fd^IccJc ®cfd^Itt|)fcr ! 

(He breathes heavily). 



^fd^iftflfte •  • f^ttah : if graciously she would glide down 
to me, *' ber gftiriSt : at my fear. *9 ^j^j  ^^^^^^ /^//^w. 

i-/rm^ cliffs. 



\ ~ 
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gcttd^ted 5»a6 
60 fttBt mtr blc SRaf c : ^. > 

Dcrflttd^tc^ 5Rtcfcn! '^^ 

(He has come up to Woglinde). 

SBogltitbe 

(laughing). 

^rul^ftetib nal^t 

mctttcd grctcrd ^rad^t ! ' 

aWcin fjricbef fci, 
^ bu frttultcl^c« Slnb ! 

(He tries to embrace her). 

aaaogltitbe 

(escaping him). 

mu\t bu mt(§ fret% 
f frcie mxH) ffkx ! 

(She has made her way to another cliff. The sisters aie 

laughing). 

(scratches his head). 

D toti) : bu tnttotx6f\t ? 
^omm'bod^ toiebcr! 
70 ©d^ttjcr ttjarb uiir, 

tt)a« fo Icld^t bu crfd^tobig'ft 

aaaogdttbe 

(quickly reaches a third cliff situated at a still greater depth). 

©tcig' nur gu ©rutib : 
ba grctfft bu vxiH) fid^cr! 

^ ^TU^fteitb : Breathing heavily, ^ gftiebel : sweetheart, 
reach by mounting. 
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fCOieridi 

(climbs hastily down). 

SBol^I bcffcr ba unten! 

(leaping quickly upwards to a higher cliff). 

5Kun abcr na6) obcn! 75 

(All the girls are laughing). ^ j^v 

aSic fang' td^ tm @|)nmft'" 
ben fprdbcn gtfd^? 
SBartc, bn galfd^c ! 

(Is about to climb after her hastily), 
(has seated herself on a cliff farther down on the other side). 

©eta ! Dn §oIbcr 1 

^iJr'ft bn mid) m6)t ? & 

(turning around). 

{Rnfft bn nad^ mix? 

fEBettgtttibe* 

^Hf rate bit gnt : 
gn mtr wenbe U6), 
©ogltnbe meibc I - 

mbtm 

(climbs hastily at the bottom over to Wellgunde). 

SStel fd^ener bift bn 85 

ate iene ©d^ene, 



77 {(prdbeit : coy. •* ^tJ^nte: bashful one. 
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bic uiinbcr glet^cnb 
unb gar ju Qiatt — 
9iur ticfcr taud^e, 
90 toxU\t bu mir taugen! 

fEBellgititbe 

(diving down nearer him). 

SSin nun id^ btr nal^'? 

^06) nx6)t gcnug f 
Site fd^Ianfcn 3lnnc 
fd^Itngc urn mi(S), 
95 bap td^ ben Siadcn 

btr ncdcttb betafte, 
mit fd^metd^clnbcr ©runft 
an bic fd^tocQcnbe Smft mld^ btr fd^mic^c. 

aS^eKgttttbe 

Sift bu mlkht 
100 unb lilftem nad^ SWinne? 

8a^ \tifn, bu ©d^bncr, 

tt)ic bu bift gu f d^au'n I — 

^fui, bu l^aarigcr, 

l&5dFrigcr ®edf ! 
105 ©d^toarjcd, fd^tt)tcltge« 

•' miltbetr gleigenb : ^^ss bright in appearance. ^ mir ton* 

gen : suit me. 9* ttetfeitb (etafte : teasingiy touch. 9' Smitfl : 

passion. 9« nttd^ flitlltiege : ding to '~ (jiftent : eager for; 

WxM : /^^. "' ^ftti : ^Afl»*^. '^ PdTriger ®eif : >5«#«:A- 

backedfop. 
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@(l^tt)efe(ge)iDer0 ! 
®udf bir em griebel^ 
bem btt gefSUft! , 



V 



9Hieriil| 

(attempts to restrain her by force). 

@efa(r i(^ bit nt(^t, 

bt(^ faf i(^ bo(^ feft I no 

SBeKgniike 

(daitiag up to a cliff at the center). 

SRur feft, fonft ftief t(^ bir fort ! 

(All three are laughing). 

fCIHerifli 

(angrily scolding her while she disappears). 

galfd^cd mail 
Salter, gratiger ^W ' 

©d^eW l(§ ntd^t fd^Bn bir, 

ntebltd^ unb nedtfd^, 115 

glatt unb glau — 
^et ! fo bu^Ie mtt 2lakn, - ' 
tft bir elllg tneiti Salg ! •^ ^ • 

gftoPilbe. 
aSad janf ft bu, mp ? 
©d^ott fo Dergagt? 120 

!lDu frei'teft urn gtoei! 
frfig'ft btt bie brltte, 

*°*@l^ttlCfcIgCjH>Crg : dwarf from the sulphurous regions. 

"' grfttiger : l^ony. "* glott uitb glou : j»»^M a«£/ ^nt;^^/. 

Wagner always delights in alliteration. "' hvH/it Ottt : ma^^ 
love to, "* eflig : disgusting; S^olg : literally j/l«Vf ; i.e. body. 
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fttgcn SEroft 
fPfc bte Zxante Mr I 

fCKcrifli. 

125 golber ©ottg * 

fing gtt mtr ^cr* — 
SBte gut, ba§ i^r 
. • '- ettic ntd^t fctb ! 

SBott Dtclen gcf alt' id^ tool^I eincr : 
130 ^ t)on cittcr Kef tc mx^ Ictnc I — 

®oII td^ bit gtauben, 
fo gteite ^erab! 

gftoPilbe 

(dives down to Alberich). 

ffiic tl^artg fclb t^r, 
btttnmc @d^tt)cftcm, 
135 bfittit cttd^ bicfcr nid^t fd^Bn' I 

fCKeridi 

(approaching her hastily). 

Pr bumm unb l^ilg(id^ 

barf xHf fte fatten, 

fcit ^ b^ ©olbeftc fc^. 

gflot^ilbe 

(coaxingly). 

D fingc fort 
140 f ffi^ unb f cin ; 

toic l^e^r t)erfilf|rt c« mcin £)t|r ! 

"* blc SrOltte bir : your beloved one, ^^ lief' tc : would choose. 



Xdneit ilnHi|its<n Sad, 
Ofli«'t[f|ii)ii, Wi<lil6nfitt«. 
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r). 
3Rtr 209t, iucft 

4nb je^ fii^ bad ^rj, 

loc^ mir fo jitrltibee ?ob. 

Sbflilbe 

(giendj waidiiig him off). 

SBic bcinc Stoiutt 145 

inctti ^ng" erfrettt, 
beined Sac^btd amibe 
bg& 3Rut mir Iabt!^.^._ 

(Tenderly, she draws him towaxds her). 

©cligftcr 2Raim! 

©ugcpe aSaib! ,5a 

aBcir'ft btt mir ^olb! 

©ielf u^ bu^ irnmcr ! 
gffottttbe 

(holding him in her arms). 

©eincn ftcd^cnben SRdf, 
bctnen ftru))|)tflcn ©art, 
fa^' id) tH fa^f tt^ t^n ftct« f 155 

5Deitte^ ftad^fid^en ©aarc« 



'^ ^ndt : quivers. ^*^%\txX\^t» X dainty. ^ (alit : refreshes, 

'^ ©eKgfitet : (?yi iw^^j/ blessed. «53 fteijjettbeti »Krf : piercing 
glance. «♦ fhnH>»>igeti : f^w*^^. «*fitet«:a/ttf«yj. "'ftai^Ui^eti: 

bristly. 



k 
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ftrammce ©clocf, ^ [J 

!Dcmc ^dtetiflcftalt, ^^ 
i6o betncr ©timmc ®cMd^j, 

biirf f x6) ftauncnb unb ftumm, 
fie nur l^dreti unb fcl^'ti! 

(Woglinde and Wellgunde have approached and now laugh 

gaily). 

(frightened, tears himself from Flosshilde's arms). 

fia(^t t^r m\txi mtc^ au«? 

(suddenly tears herself away from him). 

SBic btUtci am Snbc t)om 8tcb. 

(With her sisters she quickly approaches the height and joins 

in their laughter). 

Wbttxtbi 

(loudly). 

165 SBcl^c! ai) tocl^c! 

O ©d^mcrj! O ©d^merjl 

!j)tc brttte, fo traut, 

betrog fie mi) aud& ? — , . ? ' 

170 Bibcrltd^ fd^f edited ©elid^tcr! 

5Wai^rt tl^r nur Strug, 
tf)r trcufofc^ ^Jidcrgcgttd^t ? 

"' fhranmtei^ : straight. «« ^stcngeftttft : /^tf</v A»r^. 

*6o @efrfidi5 : croaking. '63 gjiijj^ jjiiijj 0^g . ^^^^ y^„ of me. 
'6* 2Bie    Sieb : Just as it is fair at the end of the song. 
^'"'VmtxXvS^\ goodfor-nothing; (SeUc^jtCt: rabble. ^^WOttt' 
ge^fid^t : race of nixies. 
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SBaOala! Maleia! Salei! 
^eia! ^eta! ^a^! 

@(^ttme bi(^, Slbe I 175 

©d^Ut nic^t bort untenl 
^Qre, mad mir bid^ l^etgen ! 

SSarum, bu ^anger^ 

banbeft bu ntd^t 
bad ansbc^en, bad bu mitinft ? 180 

Xrcu finb »ir 

unb o^tie 2:ru0 
bcm grctcr, bcr imd fttnflt. — 

©rctfc nur gu 

tttib grauf e bid^ nic^t I 185 

' \ ^ 3fn bcf glut ctitpie^'n »ir nic^t leid^t 

(They part, swimming now here, now there, sometimes near 

the surface, sometimes approaching the bottom in their attempt 

to induce Alberich to give chase). 

aStc in ben ©Hcbcm ' 
brflnfttflc ®Ittt 
mir brennt unb g(U^t! 
®ut unb amnne 190 

milb unb mttd^ttg 
toii^rt mir ben 3Jhit ouf I — 
ffiie i^r cud^ ladft unb tiigt, 

''* «nie : wi^At or dwarf. "^ Bd^itt : scold. «'• fBm^tt : /^ri?^ 
ifm. '** mittltfl : ar/ in Itrve with. "■ (rftltftige %\»X X pof 

sionate longing. 
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Iflftcm ltd)i' id) mad) tnd), y 
195 uttb cine wx% mtr crltegcn f A 

With a desperate effort he commences the chase ; with awful swift- 
ness he climbs from cliff to cliff, jumps from one rock to the other ; 
attempts to overtake now this one now that one of the maidens who 
with mocking laughter always manage to make their escape. He 
stumbles, falls into the ravine, hastily reascends, until finally his 
patience is exhausted. Breathless, wrathful, he finally comes to a 
stop and shakes his clenched fist at the maidens. 

(barely controlling himself). 

Otttfl' cine btef c gauft ! . •  

He remains standing in speechless wrath ; he is gazing upwards 
when suddenly he is attracted and charmed by the following sight : 
From above there comes through the floods a clearer and clearer 
light which now at a prominent part of the cliff in the center is kin- 
dled into a blazing flame. From here a magic golden blaze poietrates 
the water. 

8uflt, ©(^tocftcm ! 
®ic SBcderitt lad^t in ben ©runb. 

SBeKgimbe* 

!iDurd^ ben flrfincn ©d^tooO 
aoo ben toonnigen ©d^iafer fie fltiifet. 

gflopilbe. 
^t%i fiifet fie fein Sluge, 
ba§ er ee Cffne ; 
fd^ant, ee Ifid^elt 

''♦ledis^: Aw^. ^'^^ ttXxt^tVii surrender, '^ gfiitg^ eitte biefe 

Sfftttft* if one of you would come in touch with this fist. '^^ £tlfit: 
look. 
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ttt Hddtem ©d^etn ; 

burd^ bic gluten ^tn aos 

pie§t feitt ftra^lenbcr ©tern. 

^ie 2)rei 

(gracefully swimming around the cliff). 

^eiaio^eio ! 

^etajal^cta ! 
gBoaalaUalala letaja^ct! 

SRl^cniflolb ! 210 

»ei)emfloIb ! 

gcuddtcttbc 8uff 
SBlc la^jt btt fo ^cH uttb ^cl^r! 

©W^cnber ©latij 
cntfllciBt bir toctpd^ tm ©ag! 215 

^ctajal^ei 

^eiajal^cia ! 

SBac^c, greunb, 

aBonntfle ©ptdc > 220 

fpctibcn toxx bir : 
fltrnmert bcr glu§, 
flammct bte ttltf/ 
umflte^cn tt)ir taud^cnb, 
tatiacnb Uttb fiugenb, 225 

hn feltflCtt «abc beiu «ett, 
SR^ciufloIb ! 
at^cmgolb ! 



»" entgleiftt : emanaUs from; ttfCil^Ulit : hallowed; tm 
$G3ag : <*» ^>^ waves, 

k 
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©ctaial^cia ! 
230 SBaltolaleta jal^etl 

(his eyes are fastened upon the gold, attracted by its gleam). 

a3a« iff e, i^r Olattcn, 
bae bort fo flieifet unb gtdnjt? 

^ie brei mn^^tn 

(alternately). 

SBo bift bu 9?au^er bcnn ^ctm, 
ba§ t)OTn atl^einflolb ntc bu ge^iirt? — 
235 md)t^ tt)et§ ber Slip 

t)Ott be^ ®oIbc« Sluflc, 
ba^ tocd^felttb tpad^t unb fd^ISft? 
t)on ber SBa^erttefe 
toomiiflcm ©tern, 
240 ber l^cl^r bie SBogcn burc^^cCt? — 

(Sie]^', tt)tc fcltg 
im ©langc toir glcttetti 
aStCft bu ©auger 
in tl^m hid) babeu, 
245 [0 fd^totmm' unb f d^toelge mit un« ! 

(They laugh). 

Su'rem 2^aud^erfpiele ^^ 
nnx taugte bad ®oIb? 
aWtr gaif ed bann toenig ! 

*" SH^ : equivalent to SKbc above. *^ f d^lPelge : /east. 
^ %mdltX^pXtU : divers' play. 
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fd^ma^tc cr ntc^t, 250 

tottfef cr off fcfaie sasunber! 

8[^ell0ttitbe« 
!Dcr SSJcIt (Srbe '- ' 

getottnne gu eigen, 
mer aud bent 9i^etngoIb '; 
fd^ilfc ben SRtng, ^ 255 

ber magtofe aJiad^t t^m uerliel^'. | 

!SDer aSater fagt' e«, 

nnb un^ befol^l er 

Hug ju pten 

ben Ilaren ^ort, 260 

ba§ lein ijalfd^er ber iJIut tl^n entfiil^rte : 
b'rum fd[|tt)etgt, t^r fd^toa^enbee §eer 1 

SBeSditttbe* 

Du Hiigfte ©d^toefterl 
aSerltag'ft bu un^ tt)o^t? 
SBei^t bu benn ntddt, ' 265 

toem attehi 
ba^ ®olb gtt fc^mteben t)ergfinnt? 

$EBo0Knbe. 

9htr toer ber 3Jiinne 

**° fdimJU^te llil^t ; he would not despise. «" fdjftfe : «;<?«/</ 
fwtf >J^. '*® $Oirt : treasure, »^' eittfftl^irte : w^«/</ ^tf rry // aa/ay 

from, ^ ffj^matjettbed $eer : gossiping crowd. «*' tiergdititt : 

is given 
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aWad^t t)crfaflt, 
270 nur tt)cr bcr Siebe 

8uft t)cria9t, 
nur bcr crgtcit Jid|_bctt..3pubcr^ 
jum''IRcif 3u jtoittflcn bad ®olb, 

SBe0gititbe« 

SBo^I fid^cr finb toir 
275 ttttb forgcnfrci : 

benn toa^ nur Icbt toiH Heben ; 
mciben toiO Ictncr bic SDWnnc. 

S93o0(iitbe. 

2[m tocniflftcn cr, 
bcr Hiftcmc aip : 
280 t)or Stcbc^gtcr 

miid)f cr ucrflc^'n 

gflopUbe. 

md)t filrd^f id^ ben, 
tote id^ tl^n erfanb : 
feincr 3Jiinne ©runft 
285 brannte faft mii). 

SBeSguitbe. 

®n ©d^toefelbranb 
in ber SBogcn ©d^toaH: 
»or 3oni ber 8icbe 
gtfc^t er iant 

*^' tierjagt : ^r/z^w aa/ay. "^ ^winqtu : />r^<f. *'* waB war 

lebt : whosoever lives. ^^ @i» ^fi^tliefelbrailb : A torch of 
sulphur. «•' Sdjloaa : J«r^if. **9 S^Mt : hisses. 
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^ic 2)rci 

(together). 

SBaQalaQeial Sa^et! 290 

Sicblid^cr SKbc, 

3tt bc^ Oolbce ©d^citt 

tote leud^tcft bu fc^iJn! 
S'omm, gicblid^cr, tai)t mit Utt« I 295 

(They laugh), 
(staring at the gold, has carefully listened to talk of the sisters). 

©cr SBelt grbe 
fletoftnn' id^ gu cigett burd^ bid^? 

(SrgtoSng' id) nid^t 8tcbc, 
bod^ lifttg erjtDclng' td^ mtr 8uft? — 

(In fearful tones). 

©pottct nur gu! 300 

!iDcr 5WibeIuttg nal^t cu'rcm (Spiel 1 

Filled with wrath he jumps towards the clifif in the centre and in 
awful haste climbs towards its top. Screaming, the maidens scatter 
and in different directions try to reach the water's surface. 

^ie brei [R^ehttafj^ter. 

§eia! ©eia! ©eta^al^eil 

SRettet eud^ ! 

e« rafet ber 5H|) ! 

in ben ffiaffern [|)rtt]^f« 305 

tool^tn er frringt : 
bie SKinne mad)t xiju r)ttxMt\ 

(They laugh). 

'9' ($r$|pa»d' i4 itlc^it : Did I not gain by force. ^ rafet : 

rages. ^\)^X^i^^X it sparkles. 
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(on the top of the cUff, stretching out his hands towards the gold). 

53angt cud^ nod^ ni6)t? 
®o bul^It nun im f^ftern, - ^ 
310 feud^te^ ©cgiid^t! 

!Da^ «td^t t5f d^' id^ eud^ aue ; 
ba^ ®oIb entret^' id) bem ajiff, 
fd^mtcbe ben rftd^enben SRing : 
betm 1^5rc btc glut — 
315 f t)crpud^' id) bte 8tebc ! 

With terrible violence he snatches the gold from the cliff and with 
it he rushes down into the depth, where he quickly disappears. Dark 
night suddenly surrounds them all. The girls dive into the depth 
after the robber. 

^ie WitintHd^ttx 

(screaming). 

©altet ben SRauber! 
SRettet ba« ®oIb! 
©tife! ©Ufe! 
SBe^e! 2Bel)e! 

The flood falls as they descend. From the deepest bottom one X 

can hear Alberich's mocking laughter. In densest darkness all cliffs 
disappear. From top to bottom the whole stage is filled with a dark 
surging flood which for some time seems to sink down towards the 
depths. 



Gradually the waves change into clouds that slowly clear away ; 
and when they finally have entirely disappeared, like a thin mist, 
there becomes visible an open space in mountain heights, dimly 

*" ®e$iifl(t : vermin. 311 jjji^r ^^^ ^^ ^^ 
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at first, as if the night was still supreme. The dawning day illu- 
mines with ever increasing splendor a castle which stands in the 
background on a mountain top; the castle's turrets reflect the 
morning beams. 

At one side, on a flowery meadow, lies Wotan, near him Fricka ; 
both asleep. 

gfriifa 

(awakes ; she beholds the castle ; is amazed and frightened). 

SSSotan! ©emal^U emad^cl 320 

SEBotan 

(speaking softly in his dream). 

!Dcr a33wittc feltflcn ©aal 
betoad^cn mix 2^ilr unb 2^^or: 

aWannc^ gl^rc, 

etotflc ajiaddt, 
ragcn ju enblofem JRul^m! 325 

gftiifa 

(shakes him). 

2(uf, au^ bcr Xx&avxt 
toonnigetn S^rug! 
grtoaddc, STOatm, unb ertoage ! 

(awakes and arises ; his eye is at once attracted by the sight of 

the castle). 

aSoHcttbct ba« ctotgc SBcrl; 

auf 53ergc« ®ipfcl 330 

bic ®attcr*©ttrg, 
prunfuoH pxafflt 
bcr prangctfbe SSanl 

***rage»: arise. ^^etttlSge: consider, ^^)ftViifX\ stands 
boastfully. 
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SBic tm Straum x6) iiju trug, 
335 tt)tc mcitt SBiltc il)n tt)iee, 

[tar! unb fd^tln 
ftcl^t er aur ©d^au; 
l^cl^rer, l^errltd^er 55au ! 

Sfim aOSonnc fd^afft Mr 
340 toa^ mtd^ erfd^rcdt? 

!D^ freut bic SSurg, 
mir bangt c« um ??reia. 
aid^tlofer, Ia§ ii6) crtnnem 
bc^ au^bcbunflcncn Sol^n'^I 
345 S)ic «ur9 ift fcrtig, 

DcrfaHcn ba« ^fanb: 
uergi^t bu, toa^ bu t)crgabft ? 

aOSo^I biinit mid^'e, toa^ flc bcbangcn, 
bie bort btc ©urg mir gcbaut; 
350 burd^ aScrtrag jtt^mf id^ 

i^r trofeig ©cgiid^t, 
ba§ fie bic l^c^rc 
§aHc mir f#fett; 
bie fte^t nun— !DanI ben ©tarlen: — 
355 um ben ©olb forge bid^ nid^t* 



'^ (el^rer : sublime, ^ ^iS)iU\tX : Careless one. ^ toSht^ 
bttttgeiteit : agreed upon. ^ tlcrfaHeit : forfeiUd; ^fatib : 
pledge, '^liebaitgeit : claimed by agreement. **' %t}j^i \ race. 
*" ff^ftfen : fnould build, »^ (Sotb : pay. 
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gfHifa* 

D lad^cnb frcDcInber geic^tfitm! 
gtcbelofefter grol^mut! 
aSufef td^ urn eu'rcn SBcrtrag, 
bcm Jrugc ^fitf id^ gctpiil^rt ; 

bod^ mutifl entfemtct 360 

il^r aKcbmcr btc graucn, 
urn taub unb ru^ig t)or und 
aOeiti mtt ben SRiefcn gu tagen^ 

©0 o^nc (B^cm ■- — ' 

t)erfd^cnltct t^r gred^cn 365 

grcia, mcin l^olbc^ ®cfd^tt)ifter. 
frol^ bc^ ©(^(id^crgctDcrb^^ — 

aSad tft cud^ ©arten 

bod^ l^eiltg unb loert, 
gtcrt il^r aWttnner nad^ aWac^t! 370 

©letd^e ®tcr 
tear gridta too^I frcmb^ 
ate fclbft urn ben Sau fie bat? 

gfnifa* 
Um bee ©atten Serene beforgt 
mug traurig td^ tool^l finnen, 375 

toic an mi6) er gu feffcin, 
gtc^fd in btc gcmc ii)n fort: 
l^crrlid^c SBol^nung, 

356 fte)ie(ltber : criminal ^"^ ^iSsfi,iSS}^tX%t»txh^l dishonest 
trade. *'** gtCtt : when you are eager for, ^'' ®ict : greed. 
^'^ arS fellift, w^« herself, "^ ftnueit : consider. 
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tootmigcr ^auerat, 
380 foCtcn mit fanftcm SSavb 

hx^ btnben gu fttumenbcr 9?aft. 
!J)od^ bu bci bem SBol^nbau fannft 
auf SBcl^r unb SSSatt aHcin: 
§crrfd^aft unb aJiad^t 
385 foH cr btr md^rcn; 

tmr raftlofem ©turm gu crregeti 
erftanb bic ragcnbc SSwcq. 

(smiling). 

SBofltcft bu grau 
in bcr gcftc mtd^ fangen, 
390 mir ®otte mu§t bu fd^on giJnnen, 

baB in ber ©urg 
gebunben, id) mix 
Don au§cn gcwinne bic 2BcIt» 
SSJanbcI unb aBcd^fcI 
39S licbt tocr Icbt: 

bo« ®picl brum faun ic^ nid^t fparcn* 

gfriifa. 

Sicbclofer, 
Icibigftcr SKann ! 
Um bcr ^ad)t unb ^crrfd^aft 
400 mtt^igcn S^anb 

*" f jhtmenber : delaying. ^^ tttt^tn : armse. »* geBttttben : 

hemmed in, ^^ SBattbcl Itltb S^eii^f e( : a continual change. 
^\l^VCtVXXgiveup. ^ UMfsf^tt : mosl aggravating. *~^ttttb: 
trash. 
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t)crfptclft btt in Kftcmbcm ©pott 
8tcbc unb SOBctbc^ SBcrt? 

(seriously). 

Urn btd^ jtt SBetb gu getmnnen, 

mcin ctttc^ Slugc 
fcfef td^ tocrbenb baran: 405 

iDte tl^Srig tabetft bu ie^t ! 

gl^r' id^ bie grauen 

bod^ mel^r at$ bid^ freut! 

Unb ^eia, bie gutc, 

geb^ ic^ nid^t auf : 410 

nic fann btc« cmftlid^ mchi ©inn* 

gfriifa* 

@D fd^tnnc jtc Jc^t: 
in fd^ufelofcr Slngft 
Wuft ftc na^ C>itf bort ^cr ! 

Sfreta 

(appearing in haste). 

§ilf mir, ©d^tocftcr ! 415 

SBom gclfcn briiben 
brol^te mir fjafolt, 
mid^ §Dlbc lam' cr ju l^olcn. 

'^* fe^* il!^ toetbeitb hattm : I risked when I was wooing for 
you. This statement differs from the general version accord- 
ing to which Wotan (Odin), the * one-eyed* god, samficed 
one of his eyes for a drink from the * spring of wisdom * to 
Mimer who had charge of those waters. *" fl^intte : protect 
♦** ^^ttlftl^er : i.e. ©C^toagcr, brother-in-law. 
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420 8o§ xffti hxo\fn I — 

©a^'ft bu tiid^t 8ogc? 

T)a^ am liebften bu tmmer 
bcm Sifttgcn trau'ft ! 
Wlmd) ©d^Iimmee ft^uf cr une fd^oti, 
425 bod^ ftet^ beftridt er bid^ toiebcr. 

aSo frctcr SIKut frommt 
attcin, frag' id^ nad) fcinem ; 

bod^ bee geinbce 3ltih 

gum 5Wufe' fid^ fUgcti, 
430 Icl^rt' ttur ©d^Iaul^eit unb gift, 

tote goge t)crfd^Iagcn fie tibt. 
35er jum 9Sertrage mir xkt, 
t)erfprad^ greia ju Wfeti: 
auf xi)n t)crlaff' id^ mid^ nun. 

gftiifa. 

435 Unb er Ift^t bid^ attein. — 

S)ort fd^retten rafd^ 
bte SRiefen l^eran: 
too l^arrt betn fd^Iauer ©el^ilf? 

gfreia. 

2Bo l^arren meine Srilber, 

^ liefhrifft: will ensnare. ^' lierfcl^lageit : cunningly, 
♦* ^ertrage : agreement, ^« Jjartt : dfe/tf^J. 
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ba§ ©tifc ftc bx&ijtm, 440 

ba mcttt ©d^Ml^er bie ©d^toad^c t)crfd^cnlt? 
3u §tlfc, ©onncr ! 
©icl^cr! ©teller! 
JRettc tjrcia, mein ^Jrol^ ! 

!Dic in bdfem ®unb bid^ t>txntttn, 445 
fie attc bcrgen fid^ nun. 

3fafo(i ttttb gfaftteir 

(gigantic in form, appear on the stage, armed with heavy clubs). 

8fafoU. 

©anft f(^IoB 
©d^Iaf bcin Slug': 
h)ir bcibc bautcn 
©d^Inmmcr^ bar bie SSuxq. 450 

m&dfVitx 2Kil^' 
miibc nic, 
ftau'tcn ftarfe 
©tein' tt)ir auf ; 
ftciler 2:unn, 455 

bcdtt unb fd^Iic^t 
im fd^Ianlen ®d^Io§ ben ®aaL 
bort fte^t% 

tt)a« toir ftemmten: 460 

fd^immemb IjtU 
bef(^eint'^ ber STag: 

^ 3fw5 : y^- '^^ Bergen : ^»V^. ^"^ bar : ^ere/t of. 
^^ ftanUen : heaped up. ^® f(^(anlen : trtm or «/^// ^«*7/. 

*^ ftemntten : accomplished by hard work. 
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3ltmt, Scute, ben Sol^n : 
toad bUnIt eud^ ju bebingen ? 

465 Scbtttigcn tffe, 

koa^ tauglid^ utt^ biinit : 
gemal^nt ed bid^ fo matt? 

greia, bic l^olbc, 

©olba, bic frcte — 
470 Dcrtragctt iff^ — 

fie tragcn nnr l^etm* 

@eib t^r bet SCroft 
mtt curcm SBertrag? 
iDcnIt auf anbcm ICatil : 
475 ^eia tft mir nid^t fcil* 

Sfafolt 

(speechless for a moment because of his astonishment and fury). 

SBae fagft bu, ^a ! 
©itmft bu aScrrat ? 
SScrrat am SJcrtrag? 
35ic bcin ©peer birgt, 
480 finb fie bit ©piel, 

be^ berafnen 53ttnbee dtmtn? 

*^ l^ebittgett : demand. ^ timgft^ * /«^'^- '**' gewaljitt efi 

bill^ ftf ntott : ^<'^<r ^V so faintly remind you (i.e. of your pro- 
mises). ♦'» Ibei %tvl^ X in your right mind. *" feU : for sale. 
^' 9htlteit : the nines were the earliest alphabet in use among 
the Teutonic and Gothic nations of northern Europe. Accord- 



^^ 
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3fttf»er 

(derisively). 

©ctrcu'ftcr ©ruber I 
^^'^ SRcrfft btt Jjropf nun ©ctrug ! 

gid^tfo^n bu, 

leid^t gefilgter 485 

W ttnb Pe btd^ : , - 
SScrtrttgcn l^alte Strcu'!/ * 

aBae bu bift, 
bift bu nur burd^ SBcrtrttgc : 
iDOl^I bebad^t beine 30la^t 490 

©ift tocifcr bu 

ate tt)t^tg n)tr ftnb, 

banbcft un^ fjrete 

gum grtebcn bu : 
aU betncm ©iffen flud^' id^, 49s 

flicl^e tocit bcinen gricbcn- 

©ci|t bu nid^t offcn, 

cl^rlid^ unb frci, 
JBertrttgen gu toal^rcn bie SrcuM — 

gin bummer 9ticfc 500 

rttf blr bae : 
bu SBcifcr, toiff c^ Don l^ml 

ing to tradition, Wotan (Odin), the god of wisdom, invented 
these mysterious characters which were first used for divi- 
nation, later for inscriptions and records. If engraved or 
scratched upon any object, they were believed to lend to it 
magic power. 
^» Xx9pf : /op. *«^ fiii^tfoljii: son of light, ^5 \t\^i geffig» 

itt t so easily swayed. 



TO 
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\ 
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toa^ totr jum ©d^crg nur bcfd^Ioffcn* 
®tc tieWi^e Ofitttn, 
lic^t unb (eid^t^ i 

toae taugt cud^ Stdlpcin i^r JRetj? -^ " [^. 

^' ^y --©5l)tt'ft btt ttn«? 

§a! toic ttttrcd^t! — 
510 !t)te il^r bttrd^ ©d^dnl^cit l^errfd^t, 

fd^imtticmb l^cl^red ®cf(^Ie(^t, 
ti)ie tl^firig ftrebt il^r 
tta(^ iurmctt t)Ott ©tcin, 
fc^t tttti ©ttrg ttnb ©aal 
515 ©ctbcd SSSottttc gttm ^fanb! 

aSir $IttttH)cn plagcn ttn^ ,\^ 



fd^toifecttb mtt fd^tolcltgcr ©anb^^^,' 

citt SBcib jtt gcbmnen, 

ba6 toottttig ttnb milb 
520 bet tttt« Slrmctt tool^nc : — . 

ttttb t)crlc]^rt ttcttttt tl^r ben ^attf ! - 

gfafner. 
©d^ipcig' bcttt fattier ©d^lpa^cn, * . r 
©cttntttt iDcrbctt toxt xAi^i ; . 
grcia'e ©aft * 
525 l^tlf t ipcttig : 
bod^ t)iel gilf g 

^tnx We clumsy ones. ^^^ \^'initX\^tX I horny. *" HCtfcIjrt: 
void. *" f imleiS S^tOH^eit : senseless talk. «** ^^aft : deUntUm. 
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ben ®8ttertt flc gu cnpl^rcn. ^ 

Oolb'ttc t»)fcl 
iDOd^fen in il^rem ©arten; 

Pc aOctn ^ 530 

tocti bie tpfcl gu ^jflcgcn :^r * . 

bcr grud^t ®cnu§ «-'\ "^ 

frmnmt il^ren ®\pptn V "' 

gn ettrig nie 

allcmbcr Qugcnb ; 535 

- ficd^ nnb Mcid^ 

bod^ ftnit i^rc ©liltc, » ' 

cUt nnb fd^koad^ 

fd^totnbcn jic l^tn, 
mttffen grcta ftc miffen : 540 

t^rcr aWittc bmm fci fie cntftt^rt ! 

(to himself). 

Soge fttnmt gn long! 

;,; '* 1 ©c^Iii^t gtcb nun ©cft^ctbf 
\« 

©innt auf anbcm @oIb! ' \ 

3faf9(t. 

Jlcin anbrcr : grcia aUcin ! 545 

gfofner. 

!Cn ba, f olg' un6 fort I 

(They hastily approach Freia). 

SM @i)||ieit: ^^r Jktn. >*^ ^l\^t: In plain words; J6e- 
(l^elb : your decision. »♦• ^iltltt Htlf : Think of. 
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gftreia 

(rushing away). 

^clf t ! ^ctft t)or ben ©arten ! 
^9tmer uitb iJfrol^ 

(come up in haste), 
(seizing Freia). 

^u mix, jSttia ! — 
5Kctbc fie, gred^er! -' 
550 grol^ ^Wt bic ©define* 

^9imer 

(placing himself before the two giants). 

gafoft unb fjafttcr, 
ftt^ttct i^r fd^on 
mcitic^ ©ammcrd ^artcn ©d^Iag? 

gfaftter* 
8Ba« foil bae iDrol^'n? 

gfttftfft. 

555 8Ba6 brtngft bu l^cr? 

^am^)f Kef ten tobc xAd)t, 
t)txt(m%tn nnr nnfren gol^n. 

^otmeir 

(swinging his hammer). 

©d^on oft jal^If id^ 
SRiefen ben S^^ J 

S49 3)^eibe fie : AV«r/ tf«/tf>^ from her, "* lief ten tote utc^ : 

ZKv </f^ »^/ choose, ^^9 ben 30S • y^^^ dues. 
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fd^ttlbig biteb td^ 560 



©c^ttc^cm ntc : 



fmnmt l^cr! bc^ 8ol^nc6 8aft 
- Mg' id^ mit gutem ©etpid^t ! 

(stretching out his spear between the quarreling parties). 

^alt, btt SBttbcr ! 

m6)t^ burd^ ®tmitl 565 

SBcrtrttflc fd^flfet ■• 
mctttc^ ©peered ©d^oft : 
f^jof bemed ©ammerd ^eftl 

SBe^el 2Be^el 

SBotan t)eriatt mid^ I 570 

©egreif id^ bid^ nod^, 
graufamer SOiann? 

(turns around and sees Loge approaching). 

@nblid^ Soge I 
(gilteft bu fo, 

ben btt gefd^Ioffen, 575 

ben fd^Iimmen ©anbel gn fd^fid^ten? 

S«ge 

(appearing in the valley in the background). 

mt ? toeld^en ©anbel 

^^^dfh^ttnUocA^ats. »*'@djaft: Jiitf/?. ^^*i^: handle, 
^^i^avSbtlx bargain; fl^lidften: settU. 
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^atf id) gcf(^Ioffen? ^}- V 

SBol^I »a« mtt ben 9tief en ^ ' ^ i ^ 
580 bort tm 5Ratc bu bangft ? — ^ I ^^.r 

3fn SCicfctt unb ^fi^'n 

trcibt mxit) mtxn ^ang ; 

©au« unb ^crb 

bel^agt mix nid^t : 
585 !Donncr unb ^ol^, ^ ^^,^ 

bie bcnicn an ©ad^ unb gad^ ; 

tooQcn fie fret'n, 
ein ©au« mu§ fie erfreu'n : 

etn ftoljer ®oaI, 
590 ein ftarle« ®d^Io§, 

banad^ ftanb ©oton'^ SaSuufd^* — 

^au« unb §of, 

@aal unb @d^Io§, 

bie felige SSvlxq, ^. 

595 fie fte^t nun ftarl gebaut ; v , 

ba6 ^rad^tgemauer ^ \ 

prilfte i^ fettft ; 

ob aUt^ feft ^\ .^^ 

forfi^f i6) genau : ^ ^,r 
600 gafolt unb gafner ^ .J -^ 

fanb id^ beiptt^rt : ' 
fein ©tetn toanft im ©eftemm'. 

SHd^t mtt^ig tear i(^, 

^^hnhan^^iyifu agreed upon, s*"" ^m^: inclination. ***2)tt(l^ 
ttttb 3fa4 : ^ous^ and home, «9x ^^xC^ : aiw^dT. «* ^ri«^|tgC= 
ntfttter: superb structure. ^' Ibettft^tt : trustworthy, ^^\VX 
(^eftetttttt^ : when I pushed against it. 
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tote mand^er l^icr : 
bet tiigt, tocr tttffia mx6) fd^ilt ! 605 



^V^ . ) ^ toeit^ft bu mir aue : 



1^^ A^' ^^^ ^^ betrtigen 
T -^" \ l^atc in Slreucn bid^ tpo^l r^, ^ - 

^ , ^ " a5on alien ®5ttern " 610 

^< bctn eing'gcr grcnnb, 

i ^,, *' nal^m id^ bid^ anf 
.*''^ in ber tibel trauenben Xxo^. — 
^\'^' /^ gfjuli i-eb^ unb rate ling 1 
[^^^ 35a einft bic ®aner ber 53nrg 615 

gnm !t)anl ^eia bebangen^ 
bn ipei^t, nid^t anber^ 
toilligf id^ ein, 
ate toeilanf ^gid^t bn gelobteft U' 
vjj'\ ^^an lafen ba« U^*" j 

ma ^5^fter ©orge " 

branf gn finnen, 

toie e^ gn Wfen, 
bad — l^ab' i^ gelobt : 

bod^ bag id^ fdnbe, ^ , ^'^ ^ 625 

n)a6 nie fi^ ftigt, ^ ? ' "^ 

ipad nie gelingt, ^^ 
toit lieg fid^ ba« tt)oI|I geloben? 

^SlrglifKg: Treacherously. ^ )e^t\iSo!^ ^ ^ ^ tOX^ \ you avoid 
my query, **' 2^¥0^ : crowd. 



620 
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gftilftt (\^ 

(toWotan). \K 

@ic^, totiif trU8t)oIi(cm 
6310 ,/* ©d^clm bu getrautl 

bod^ ncntf td^ bid^ gilgel 

^9tmer« 

SBcrflttd^tc gol^c, 
bic^ »f d^' td^ aud 1 

£9ge. 

635 3l^rc ©d^mad^ gu bcdten 

(Donner and Froh are about to attack him), 
(restrains them). 

Qn fjricbcn Ia§t mir ben ^cunbl 
5Rld^t f etmt i^r goge'd ^utift : 
reid^cr toicgt 
640 fcince Stated SSScrt, 

ga^It cr gbgcmb il^n au«. [ ^ ' . 

Sfaftter. 
5Wid^t6 gcjfigert : 
rafd^ gegaljltl 

^'^ £ol|e : ^/tzier^ ; an alliterative allusion to Loge, who, accord- 
ing to Wagner, is the god of fire. Loki (= Loge) in northern 
mythology has a wider sphere of action : he is in general the 
"god of destruction." **♦ WH* : extinguish, ^^ f fJ^Sl^ett : 
slander; %vaxmtX fools, ^^ ttiUb^tX V^it^iX amounts to far 
wore. 
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Sang toS^rf « vxit bcm 2offn. 

(toLoge). . ^ly 

9cfet W. ©tdrrifc^er I ^^-(.'7^ { 645 
^attc mir ©tid^I ^ 
SBd fd^tocif tcft bu ^in unb' ^cr ? 

3mmcr tft Unbanf 
Soge'd go^nl 

Urn bicj^ Tutr beforgt 650 

fal^ 16) mx6) urn, 
bttr^ftiJbcrf xm ©turn 
aUc SBittfcl ber SBelt, 
erfafe far ^cia gu fu^en, 
toic cr ben SRtefen ipo^l rcd^t. 655 

Umfonft fnd^f Of 
unb fel^c nun tpol^l, 
in ber SBelten 5Ring 
^ n^t« tft fo rei(^, 
^^^ at«,.(£rfafe in muten bcm aRann 660 

/^ fflr SBeibce 2Bonnc unb SBert. 



(All are astonished.) 

@D tocit Seben unb SBeben, ^^ 
in SBaffer, grb' unb 8uft, 



»> 



'**fian0    So^tt : at Aw^ time does it take ere the reward is 
paid. ^(^ilxt^iS^ttX stubborn one. ^^\^^\itxm <BiV^\ reply 
to my query, ^ (grf a^ : equivalent or ransom; muiett: 
suggest, *6» Selben ttttb aSelben : life and labor. 
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. ^^ t)iel frufl t^, 
6^ A^ ^ forfd^tc bci aBcn, 

^y too traft nur fi^ riil^rt 
/ ^^ unb S'cimc m rcgcn: 
^ , \ '^' T©a6 ' iSo^I bcm SOionne 
( mtti^tigcr biinf, 

670 J ale SBctbce 8Bonnc unb 8Bcrt? 

!t)od^ fo totit gcben unb SBcbcn, . ^ ' 
Dcrlad^t nur toarb ,..-' '- 

mcinc fragcnbc gift I ^'^^ 
in ©affer, grb' unb 8uft 
675 laffcn XDxU nid^t« 

t)on 8icb' unb SBclb* 
9iur cinen fal^ id^, 
bet fagte ber Siebe ab: 

urn rotcd Oolb '^ *"* 

680 cntrtct cr bc« 8Beibce ®unft7** 

!iDce Wftint^ Hare S'tnbcr i 
Hagtcn mir %c 9lot : 
ber 3libdnxi%, 
\ 5»a(^t-5llbcrt^, 
685 ^V bul^Itc t)crgcbene 

urn ber S3abcnbcn ®unft; 



\y 



^ Ijlel fmg i4 : »Mt»^ inquiries did I make. ^ fOff^tt : j 

searched, **' ^eime : germs, ^^^wb^i^W^txMk^X according ] 

to northern mythology there exists besides the gods and the \ 

giants a third class of superhuman beings, the Alps, Alfs or 
Elves. Of these there are two kinds, the Light-Alps (!Oid^t« 
^Ipen) who dwell in Alfheim, above the earth's surface ; and ; 

the Night-Alps or Black-Alps (iRad^t- or @d(|tDarg*3ttpcit) who  

live in subterranean palaces. Their king is Alberich. 
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ba^ SRI^cmgoIb ba . . / . | • 

raubtc fid^ rad^cnb ber 5Dtcb : ^ ' . i 

bae bftttft tl^m nun f^ 

ba^ tcuerftc ©nt, vr- 690 

^c^rcr ate 8Bcibce §ulb- \ yl ,} '-'-' 

Um ben glcigenbcn 2^onb.' V "^ 

ber Sticfc cnttoanbt, ^^^' 
crMang mir ber Zi^6)ttx ^age : 

an bid^, SBotan, 695 

toenbcn fie fid^, 
baB an 9tcd^t bn jiJgeft ben SRiluber, 

ba« ®oIb bem SBaffer 

h)teber^bc|t 
nnb eipig e^ bliebe il^r (gtgen. — 700 

^if^ gn melben 

gelobf id^ ben SKabd^en : 
nm ttfte 8oge feln ©ort 



.\ 



'^''^ 2:^drig bift bu, ...' 

totnn nic^t gar ttidtifd^! ' 705 

amc^ felbft fie^ft bu in 3lot : 
toie pif ic^ anbren gum ©eil ? 

Sfafott 

(has listened attentively and speaks to Fafner). 

5«id^t giJnn' tc^ ba^ ®otb bem Wbm, 

*9' $ttlb : favor. ^3 ettttOOnbt : stolen. <^97 p f||{^|^| Jiji ji5, 
gep : J'^ wdWi/ <:«// to trial. '** Ht (Sigeit : tAeir own. 
^°' melben : announce. 7°3 Wf^ie : kept. ^°s tiiffif^ : malicious. 
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t)tel 9iot fd^uf un^ ber 9itblun8, 
710 bod^ fd^tau entfd^IUpfte tmmcr 

unfrem ^toaxtQt ber 3^^^9* 



^-■5 



gfoftter* 

5«cue 5Reibt^at . 

fltmt un^ ber StiblutiB, 
giebt ba« ®oIb i^m SKad^t. — 
715 S)tt ba, Soge 1 

©ag' ol)ne gug : 
tt)a6 ®ro§e« gilt benn ba« ®oIb, 
ba| e^ bem SWblung geniigt? 

fioge. 

®n SEottb iff ^ 
720 3fn be« SBaffer^ Siefe, 

lad^enben ^itibem gur 8uft : 
bod^, toarb e« gum runben 
JReife gefd^miebet^ 
Pft e6 gu ^dd^fter 2Rad^t, 
72s ^getoinnt bem aJianne bie SBelt* 

aa^otim. 

aSon be« 9i^eine« ®oIb 
I^Brf id^ raunen : 
S5eute*5Rtttten 



'" Bloattge : /<w^r. '" 9^eibt^at : ewvious deed. '"' dUt : 

amounts to, ^^ gef li^lltiebet : /org^gd. '^'' XtomVX X rumor, 
'*• j8etttes9httteit : i.e. runes promising booty. As to 9tunen, 
cf. note to L 481. 
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bcrge fein rotcr ®Ianj, , 

aWad^t unb ©d^ttfee ^ ' " 730 

fc^Uf o^nc aKat ein JRctf . 

gfriifa. 

bc^ golb'ncn S:anbc« ^ i 4 
glei^enb Oefd^mctb '  ' ' ]" 
fjraucn gu fd^dnem ©d^mudt? ' ' / —735 



_.i 



©e^ ©attcn STreu^' ' ^ 
ertro^te btc gr^^^ / 

trflge fie ^olb ^ /^ ^^'"^ 

ben ^etten ®(^mudt? 
ben fd^immemb 3^^^ft^ fd^mieben ; 740 
rftl^rig im S^muQt be^ 9ieif^* 

r 

gfriffa* 

©etottnne mein ®atte 
tool^I ftd^ ba^ ®oIb? 

5C>e« 5Reife« gu loatten, 
. ' ^xiSiHid) toiU e^ mt^ bUnfen* — 745 

!Cod^ tt)te, 8oge, 

lemf t(^ bte «unft? ^ /,. / 

tt)te f d^Uf td^ mir ba^ ©efd^melb ? ' 

^ain by force, '*' fftl^rtg : engaged busily. 
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gin JRuncnjauber '''' [ 
750 jtotttflt ba^ ®oIb jum 9ictf : 

Ictner Icnnt tl)n ; 

bo^ ctncr J&LifelJ^^^ 
bcr fcf 9cr 8teV cnt 

(Wotan turns aside in apparent disgust). 

!Ca« fpafft bu m^ ; 
755 Jtt Pt aud^ lam'ft bu : 

mtxvi) jbflerte nic^t ; 

..Urh i^9^^^ fletoanner 
l^x^^ } ' be^ 3auber« 9»a(!^t : 
^ geratcn tft t^m ber ating- 

pointer* a 

760 >^ ' ^ Bttjong und aUcn i • / 1^"" -, 

fPfc ber 3tt)erg, \ I 
mxV i^m ber JReif nid^t entrtffeti- 

!Cen JRing mufe i^ ^aben! 

geid^t errtttflt 
765 o^ne 8tebe«pu(^ er ftd^ iefet 

®pottIet(f|t, 
ol)tie Sunft tpie im mnber^pteU 



'^9 ©in mttttet^attBer : ^^^^v run^s. '" etttf agt : r^j*:r«^ ^o. 

757 .agtoij J unhesitaUngly. '^9 geroteit tft i^W : well did he 
forge the ring, ^^- \m^ I woidd cause, '^ (S»>Ottteilljt : ^^ 
easy as can be* 
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@o rate, tote ? 

Soge. 

!Cur^ JRaub 1 

SBa^ etn SDieb fta^I, 770 

ba^ ftie^Ift bu bem SDieb : 
toarb letter ein ©gen eriangt? 

SDod^ mit arger SBe^r 

toa^rt fi(^ Sllberid^ ; 

Hug unb fetn 775 

mu^t bu t)erfa]^rett, 
jtel^ft bu ben muhtx gu SRed^t, 

urn be^ atl^efaie^ SEiJd^tem 

ben roten Janb, ^ 
bad ®oIb, toteber gu geben : 780 

benn barum bitten fie bic^. 

SSotim. 

©ed 9?]^eine« Jdd^ter? 
aBa« taugt mir ber 5Rat?- ^^' 

SfHifa* 

aSon bem gBaffergegUd^t 

mag ic!^ nid^t« toiffen; 785 

fd^on mand^en SWann 



''"eitt ©igeit: property. '7<^ tterf tt^reti : act ^3333^,^ 

tattgt: To what does amount. ^®* SEBttffetgCjfldJt : water- 
sprites. 



i 
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\>^ ^"^ — intr gum 8ctb — 
.-"' tocflodten fie bul^Icnb fan Sab*. 

Wotan stands in silence, struggling with himself. All the other 
gods gaze at him in breathless suspense. Meanwhile Fafner stand- 
ing on one side is taking counsel with Fasolt. 

Saftter* 

®lmV mir, mc^r afe grcta 
790 frommt ba« glct|enbe ®oIb : 

avuSf cto'ge ^ugcnb erjagt, 
tper huvtS) ®oIbc« ^anbtx fie gtoingt* 

(They again approach). ,x ^ 

^iJr', S33otan, . . "..' 

ber ^arrenben SBort : *c ' 
795 fjteia bleiy mS) in grieben ; 

teic^ter'n go^n 

fanb id^ gur gdfung: 
ttti^ raul^en 9iiefen gentigt 
be^ 5WibIungen rote^ ®oIb* 

f&otan. 

800 @elb i^r bei ©inn? 

tt)a^ niijt i6) befifee, 
foil x6j eud^ ©d^amlpfen fd^enfen? ^' -* 

gfaftter* 
@(^tt)er baute 
bort fid^ bie ©urg : 

'■' ntir gltnt fieib : to my sorrow, ^®« Uttl^lenb : seeking his love. 

^ frommt : avails. '9» erjagt : obtains. '«* ber ^arrenben : 

of the ones who wait. '^7 g^fitttg ; ransom. 
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Ictd^t toirb'« btr sps 

mtt Itff get gtetpglL - - ' ' ' 

(toad tm 9ieibf)ncl nlc und jjclang) 
ben SWtblungen fcft gu falu'" '• 

mid^ urn ben 5ttben? sio J >; 

fiir eud^ fbig' t^ ben geinb? ,, .- ' ' .' 

UnDerf(^ttmt ,,,^'/^' ' / 

nnb iJberbejel^rttd^ 
mad^t eud^ !J)nmme mein !J)anI! 

gfafDlt 

(suddenly seizes Freia and leads her with Fafner to one side). 

^iel^er, SWaib ! 815 

in nnf re aKad^t ! 
5lte ^fanb folgft bn jiefet, 
bfe iptr ggfu nfl ent pfgfei^,^ a*^ • - *"^ * 

(Freia cries out for help ; the gods stand amazed). 

gfaftter* 

gort t)on l^ler 

fei fie entftil^rt! 820 

Sid Slbenb, ad^tet'S too^I, -- -- 

fc- ' toir fe^ren toieber; 

bod^ lommen toir, 

•°' 9^etbf))ie( : f/ajfui sport. *>« foVti (= fangen): capture. 

*'* illierliegeltrnii^ : more than greedy. '" ^ie^et : Hither. 

"' emfifal^tt (= enH)fangen) : r^<r«t/^. *»« )if(egett : take care. 
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825 ^ ' ^ujib birett Itcgt ntd^t al« gbfutig 
bad SRI^eingoIb rot unb tid^t ! 

gfofolt. 
3u enb' tft btc grip bonn,^. 
fjrcia t)erf alien; 
fiir fanmcr folge fie tttt«! 

fjrela* 

830 ®(^tt)efterl Srftber! 

SRettet! ^elft! 

(She is hurriedly carried away by the giants ; the gods dismayed 
hear her cries die away in the distance). 

Slttf! i^nen nad^! 

Potmen 
Sred^e benn aUe« ! 

(Questioningly they look at Wotan). 

Soge 

(looking after the giants). 

iiber ©tod unb ©tein ju ZfyA 
835 fto^jfen fie ^in; 

burd^ be« SRI^eined SBafferfurt 
loaten bie 9?iefen: 
frdl)Kd^ ntd^t 
^ , . ' .- I^dngt greia 
840 ben dian^tn iiber bem 9?ildCen! — 

**' tierftttteti : die out. «** ftfter (Stoif unb ©tcin : Hdter^ 
skelter, »» fta))f ett : stamp. ^^ SESafferfiurt : /^^. '^^ tooteit : 
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gcla! l^ei! 
v^ic taumein bie Sdlpel ba|tn! a- ' " 
®urd^ ba« 2%I .taljerTfie ](i)on: ^ ^ 
too^I an SRicfcn^etm^ 39iarl 
erft l^alten fie JRaft! 845 

(he turns towards the gods.) 

SBae jinnt nun SBotan fo toilb? — 
!Dcn fefigen ®iJttem tote je^fd? 

A pale mist ever increasing in density fills the stage. In this 
mist the gods seems to grow old and pale. All, full of fear and ex- 
pectation, look towards Wotan, who thoughtfully gazes upon the 
ground. 

/ ' SCriigt mid) tin 5»cbcl? ^^n- ^ "^ 

ncdt mid) ein Zxcaim? 

ffiie bang unb bletd^ 850 

t)erbm^t i^r fo balb! 
(Snd) criif(^t bcr SBangcn 8td^t; 
ber ©ltd eured 2lugc« Dcrbli^t! — 

grifd^, metn grol^, 

nod^ iff^ ia frfi^I — 855 

!J)cincr §anb, Conner, 

cntfttQt j[a ber jammer ! — 

aBa« iff 6 mit grida? 

freut fie fid^ loenig 
ob SBotanS grftmltc^em ®rau, 860 

ba« fd^ier jum ©retfen i^ fd^afft? 

■^tamttelti: stumble. *^ia\)^tnx grope alon^. '**JRiefe«* 
l^eim^i^ ^tcdl boundary of the gia^Us* land, ""UerMft^t: 
fade away. ■*' fdjier : almost. 
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SBc^e! SBc^e! 
SBa^ ift gcf(^c]^en? 

aWir finft btc ©anb. 

865 aWtr ftodt ba« ©crj. 

Qt^t fanb ^'«: ^Brt, tt)a« cud^ fel^It! 

©on fjreia^ gruc^t 
gcnoffet il^r l^eutc tiod^ nid^t: 

bie golb'nen %fel 
870 in ll^rcm Oartcn^ 

fie mad^ten end) tttd^tig unb Jung 
afe't il^r fte jcben Za^. 

!Cc« ®artcn« ^ffejerin - "' '^ -- 

tft nun t)er)jfttnbct ; 
875 an ben tftcn barbt 

nnb borrt ba^ Obft:-- ' 
balb fttllt fani e« l^crab.— 

aJKd^ liimmerf^ mtnber; 

on mid^ largtc 
880 grcia Don je 

fnaufemb bie Wftlid^e grud^t: 

benn l^alb fo ed^t nur 

•** ftoift : ^^AT^j /<? ^^a/. ®^9 f orgte : grudged. »•' fmmferttb : 

miserly. "* l^alb fO edjt ttur : considered only half as good as 
you are. For the gods always look with distrust at Loge, 
whose treachery they have reason to fear. 
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but x6j tote, ^errlid^e, tl^r! 

bod^ il^r fe^tet ailed 

auf ba« jiilngenbe Obft : 885 

bad tt)u|tett bie JRiefen tool^t; 

auf euer 8eben 

legten fte^d an: , 

nun f orgt, tote i^r bad toal^rt ! ^ 

O^ne bie tpfel 890 

alt Uttb grau, 

greid unb grttmtic^,-' ' 
toettenb jum ©pott aUer SBelt, 
erfttrbt ber ©fitter ©tatntn. 

gfriifa. 

SBotan, ®ema^I! sgs 

unfefger 3Jiannl 
®te^, tote betn geid^tfinn ' 
lad^enb mt^ aUtn 
©d^hn^jf unb ©d^mad^ erfd^uf! . -^'' 

(rises in sudden determination). 

5luf , 8oge f 900 

l^bwb mtt tntr! 
5Rad^ 5WtbeI]^eim fal^ren toir nieber: 
getoinnen totU id^ bad ®oIb« 

!Cie SR^etntfid^ter 

riefen btd^ an: 905 

fo biirfen Srl^firung fie l^offen? 

'**fe<?tet atteiS : depended entirely, ^ ^irl^i^intttg : hearing. 
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SBotott 

(angrily). 

greta, bie gutc, 
grcia gilt c« ju Wfen* 

910 SBtc bu bcfie^Ift 

f til^f id^ btd^ gem : 

ftctgcn totr bcnn burd^ ben JR^etn? 

gfitd^t burd^ ben SR^eln! 

Soge» 

915 ®o fd^totngen totr nn^ 

burd^ bie ©d^toef elf tuft : 
bort fd^Iii^jfe mtt mir l^tnetn! 

He starts and disappears on one side in a chasm from which at 

once sulphurous vapor arises. 

3f]^r anbren l^arrt 
bi« Slbenb l)ter: 
920 t)erIor'ner ^ugenb 

erjag' id^ erWfenbe^ ®oIb ! 

He follows Loge down into the chasm ; sulphurous smoke gradu- 
ally fills all the stage and quickly enwraps it in a dense cloud. Those 
who have remained on the stage become invisible. 

'" @l^»ef cRUtft : sulphurous chasm, '" flJjlfl^lfe : slip, 

9" ^arrt : wait. 
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galore too\)l, ©otani 

©Ifid auf! ®iM ouf! 

O fcl^rc balb 

jur bangenben fjrou! 925 

The sulphurous smoke gradually changes to a dark cloud which 
rises from the bottom. This finally seems to be changed to a solid 
stone mass which moves upwards and gives an impression as if the 
stage itself was sinking down. 



£)rttte Scene^ 



Finally a reddish gleam seems to dawn from different directions ; 
a subterranean cavern of endless dimensions becomes visible, which 
everywhere seems to open into side paths. From a side cavern, 
Alberich drags Mime by his ears on the stage. 

l^tc^cr! l^tcl^cr! 
S^ildtfc^cr 3^^^9* 
tapfcr gcjtotdt 

fottft bu mtr fcin, 930 

fd^affft bu nid^t fertig, 
tote td^'« beftcUt, 
jur ©tunb' ba6 feinc ©cfd^tneib ! - ' 

^^ fe^re : return. 9*« Xftififdfter : malicious. ^ 0eamUtt : 

pinched^ V,^. punished. 



k 
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(howling). 

935 5lu! 5lu! 

8a§ mtd& tiur Io«! 

gerttg tft c^, 

SBtc bu bef a^Ift ; 

mit gtet§ unb ©d^toei^-- -^ 
940 ift c6 gcfiJgt : 

ntmm nur bte 9iaflcl t)om O^r! 

S33a« giJgcrft bu bonn 
unb gcigft e^ nl^t? 

3fd^ Slrmer gagtc, 
945 ba^ noi) It)a6 fel^Ie* 

8Ba6 toaf no^ ntd^t f erttfl ? 

(embarrassed). 

§tcr *  . unb ba 

aBa« l^icr unb ba? 
§er ba^ ®ett)irf! 

He wishes again to take hold of his ear ; Mime frightened drops 
the wrought metal which he held carefully in his hands. Alberich 
hastily picks it up and examines it. 

^' 9^ftge( : i.e. of your fingers. ^^ ®etlltirf : what you have 
wrought. 



^.. *- 
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©d^au' bu ©d^clm ! - ^ " '^ ' 950 
5lCe« gcf(^mtcbet 
unb fcrttg gcfUgt, 
2Bie W« befall ! 
@o ttJoKtc bcr S:ropf 
fd^Iau mid^ bctriigen? 955 

fttr ftc^ bcl^altcn 
ba« l^cl^re ©efd^mctb, 
ba« meinc gift 
t^n ju fd^mtcbcn gclel^rt? 
fcntf td^ bid^ bummcn !iDieb ? 960 

(He places the " Tamhelm '^ (charmed helmet) on his head.) 

iDeni §au|)t fUat pd§ ber §e|hn;... \- • 
ob ftd| ber 3^^^^^ <^^^ S^tgt? 

— ,,5»a(!^t unb 5Kebc(, 

5Ktctnanb gletd^ !'' — 

(He disappears ; in his place one perceives a pillar 

of mist). 

©tcl^ft bu miij, ©ruber ? 965 

(gazes around in amazement). 

SBo bift bu? id) fe^e ix6) nic^t 

(voice). 

®o filiate tntd^ bod^, 
bu faukr ®d&uft! 
mvm ba« ftir betn ©iebSgeliift ! 
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Wmt 

(cries out and writhes under the blows of the scourge, which 
one can hear, though one does not see the scourge itself). 

(laughing). 

970 !IDanI, bu SDumincr ! 

1)cin aaSerf bciod^rt ftd^ gut. — 

§0)^0 ! ]^ol)o! 

Siiblungen aU, 

ttctgt tu6) 3Hbcrtcf|! 
975 iiberall ttjctit er nun, 

end) gu kiDac^en; 

JRu^'unb 9iaft a^ ^x"" 

tft cud^ gerronncn ; 

V)m mil|t tl^r fc^affen, 
980 too nid^t t^r tl^n fd^aut ; 

too i^r ni(^t i^n fletoa^rt, 

fcib fctner getottrtig : 
untert^an feib t^r i^m tmmcr! 

§0^0! l^ol^o! 
985 i^iJrt i^n : er nal^t, 

ber 5WtbIungcn*§crr ! 

The mist gradually disappears in the background ; at an ever 
increasing distance one can hear Alberich's angry scolding, and in 
response to it there follow shrieks and moaning from the depth of the 
chasm, which, however, gradually die out. 

Mime has broken down in pain and anguish ; his moans are heard 
by Wotan and Loge who descending by a ravine come to his rescue. 

''' htMfitt fll^ gtti : stands the test, ^'^^errottttett: dwindled 
away, '83 itttieirtl^ait : subject. 
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So0e. 

Sltbcl^ettn l^ter : 
burd^ blctd^e Slcbel 
tote blifecn bort fcurtge guttfen! 

§icr ftdl^nt e^ lout: 990 

too^ Uegt im ©eftein? 

So0e 

(bending down over Mime). 

2Ba^ aSmibcr totmmerft bu l^ier? 

2lu! 2lu! 

So0e« 

§ct, 9DWme I SDhtntrcr 3^^^9 • 995 

toa^ gttingt unb gttodt btd^ benn fo? 

a^ltitte* 

8a§ tnid^ in tjrieben! 

So0e. 

!Do« toiU t^ frcittci^, 
unb mc^r nod^, l^dr' : 
l^elf en toiU xH) bit, SDWmc ! 1000 

(rising a little). 

SBer ^affc mir? 
'*' ttrinnnetft : »»«»». »" jmaitt : pinches, i.e. Awr/j. 
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©cl^ord^en mu^ i(i) 
bcm IctMid^en ©ruber, 
bcr mid) in Sanbc gelcgt. 

fioge* 

1005 5D^, SDWme, gu Wnbcn 

ttKi« gab i^m blc SKad^t? 

aWlt argcr Sift 
ft^uf fi(^ Sttbcric^ 
au^ JR^cittc^ ®oIb 

loio clttcn gelben 9icif : 

fcinctn ftarlen ^oubcr 
gittcm toxt ftounettb ; 
mit i^m gttingt cr un« aQc, 
bcr SUblungen nftd^tige^ ^ccr. — 

1015 ©orglofe ©(i^miebc, 

fd^ufcn toir fonft m^ 
©d^tnud unfreti SBcibcm, 
iDonnig (Scfd^mclb, 
nicblid^cn SWblungentonb : 

1020 iDir tat^ten luftig bcr SKtt^'. 

5Run gttingt un^ bcr ©d^Iimme 
in mm i^ f (^ Weti/ 
filr i^n oBein 
nn« immcr gu mil^'n- 



'~» bent leiMiil^ett : my own, *~* »aitbc : /r/ferj. "" si** 

tent ttlit : W£ tremble at '°« @orglof e : Careless. »°~ bet 
S^ftV * ^* ^^ effort. 
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IDitrd^ bc^ JRtngcd ©olb 1025 

crrSt feme ®ter^ 
IDO neuer ©d^immer 
in ®6ia(i)tm ftd^ birgt: 
ba tnttffen tovc friH^en^ 
fpilren unb grabeti, 1030 

bie Seute fd^melgen 
unb fri^tniebett ben ®tt^, 
o^ne Wf unb 9taft 
ben §ort gu l^Sufen bem ©erm* 

£0ge. 

S)en Slrttflen fo eben 1035 

traf tool^I [ein 3^^? 

SDWd^ Hrmen, ad) ! 

mid^ jtDang er ium iirgften: 

etn ^elmgefd^meib 

l^ieg er mid^ [d^ttet^cn; 1040 

genou befol^I er^ 

tt»le ee jtt filgen- 

©0^1 merit td^ Hug, 

tt»el(^' mSd^f ge ^raft 

gu eigen bem ©eri, 1045 

bad and (Srg td^ nrtrlte : 

fiir mld^ brum ^Utn 

todUf i^ ben ©elm, 

'03S fo eBeit : just now, "'» pw ftrgftett : w<vj/ <?/ a/^ 

««46 mitfte : wrought 
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burd^ fctnen ^anhex 
1050 W)txi6)'^ S^^M ^i^ cnt jtel^'n — 

t)tctteid^t, ia t)ieUctd^t 
ben gaftiflcn fclbft ftberliftett, 
in tneine ®ctt)olt tl^n gu tocrfcn, 
ben 9ttttg tl^m ju cntretgen: 
IQ55 bag, toic id^ ^cd^t jefet bem ^l^nen, 

mix ijreien er fetter bann frCl^nM 

So0e« 

aSarum, bu tluger, 
fllttdte birt ni^t? 

a^ime. 

Sl(i^, bet bae SQSerl iH) tonttt, 

1060 ben 3^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ entgttdt, 

ben 3^^^^^^ ^^te^ i^ ^i^^ ^^^^I 
5Der ba^ SBerl mir rtet, 

nnb mtrt entrig/ 

ber lel^rte mtd^ nun 

1065 — bod^ letber gu fpat ! — 

toeld^e gift ISg' in bem $elm : 

meinem ©lid entfd^ttcmb er, 

bod^ ©d^ttielen bem ©linben 

fd^Iug unfd^aubar fein 2lrm. 

1070 !Da« fd^uf id^ mir !lDummen 

fd^dn gu SDattf! 

(Screaming he strokes his back while he gods are laughing). 

'"'^''ml^ttitiitVn: escape, ^"^^mtttxfttni outunt "^^ftd^it^: 

de a serf. *°** glftftte blt^i^ vX^i \ did you not succeed. 
'°^ eittSttlft : sprang from. '"^ ttttf li^aitBar : invisibly. 
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£o0e 

(to Wotan). 

(Sefte^', m6)t leid^t 
gclingt bcr gong* 

©od^ crficgt bcr gctnb^ 

^ilft bctnc gift 1075 

Wmt 

(being amazed at their laughter gazes at the gods more 

attentively). 

2Ktt curem ©cfroge 

toer fetb benn tl^r grembe? 

£00e. 

grcunbe bit; 
t)on il^rer 3lot 
bcfrefn totr bcr 9?tblungcn 9SolI. loSo 

(Alberich's noisy scoldings can be heard at a distance ; 
apparently he is coming nearer). 

Slcl^mt cud^ in ad^tl 
ailbcrid^ tia^t 

©cin l^orrcn tt)ir l^icr* 

He quietly seats himself on a stone; Loge rests at his side. 
Alberich, who has taken the magic helmet from his head and has 
hung it to his girdle, drives before him with his scourge a crowd 
of the Nibelungs upwards from a deep ravine. These are loaded 
down with gold and silver. 

^^^ 9Wtt enteitt ^efrage : K^/ w/M a/I your questions. 

""^Icl^tttt eni!^ iit wbXx Take good care, »°«3 @ei« l^anrcti 

ttlir : We shall wait for him. 
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■% 



> 



'^""\_ fo W^nc m% 
glouM, Ictm' id^ gar gut 



£o0e. 

Setinft bu mtd^ gut, 
II35 Knbtft^er Slip? 

5Wun fag': tocr bin ii), 
baB bu jo bctt'ft? 
3?m fatten 8o(^, 
ba lauernb bu lag'ft, 
1140 iDcr gab btr 2i6)t 

unb toftrmcnbe Sol^c^. '^ 
tocnn 8oge nte btr gcla^t? 

SBa^ ^illf bir bctn ©d^mtcben, 
l^ctgf xH) bte ©d^tntcbc btr uid^t ? 
1145 5Dtr bin iH) 9Sctter, 

unb tear btr fjrcunb: 
ntd^t fcin brum bftnit miH) bctn ©ani! 

©en Std^talben 

lad^t Jefet 8ogc, 
1150 bcr Kfttge <Bijtim : - 

btft bu galfd^er tl^r grcunb, 
tote mtr greunb bu etnft marft 

"« fitibiWet : ^>5/7^«>i. ^'^nttVft: Miaw. "wfawemb: 
cowering, "^fii^tatteit: cf. note to Sflad^t^Sttberld^, 1. 684. 



/- 
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l^o^a! mxH) freufe! 
t)on ll^nen fUrd^f Id^ bann nid^t^. 

©0 benf iH), lannft bu mtr trau'n ? 1155 

Seiner Utitreu' trou' td^, 
md)t beiner JreuM — 
S)od^ getroft trofe' id^ eud^ otteti* 

£0ge« 

©ol^eti 3Jhit 
.^t)erietl^t betne SKad^t: v- 1160 

^^ grlmmtg gro§ 
im4« btr bte ^aft. 

V 

©ie^ft btt ben §ort, • ' 

ben mefai §eer 

bort mir gepuft? n^ 

(go neibUd^cn [a^ id^ nod^ nic* 

©a^ ift filr ^euf 
etn Ittrgltd^ ^ttnfd^en: 
Win nnb mttd^tig 
foU e« fiinftig fid^ mel^ren*- . 1170 

"*® getroft : /ull of confidence, "^tteibKc^eit : desirable one, 

"^ Wrglii^ : i>»*/ia^/^. "'° fiinftig : in future. 
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3u tt»a« bod^ frotntnt bit bcr ©ort 

ba frcublo^ SWbcH^eitn, 

unb ntd^te urn ©c^a^e ^Icr fcil? 

®(i^8fec gu fd^offctt 
1175 ittib ©(i^ttfec ju bcrgcn, a«- - 

nilfet mtr 9?tbel^ctme 3la6)t; 
bod^ mit bcm ©ort, 
in ber §dl^Ic gepuft^ 
benf td^ bami SBunber gu totrlcn : 
1180 bie flange SBcIt 

getting id^ mtt ll^m mit gu ctgen* 

2Bic bcflhmft bn, (Sfittflcr, bad ? 

• !Dlc fat Itnbcr gttfte SBcl^'n 
ba oben tl^r hit, 
1185 lad^t nnb Itebt : 

mtt golb'ncr ^Janft 
cttd^ ®5ttlid^c fang' id^ mtr aUc* 
ffite Id^ bcr 8iebe abgcfagt^ 
mt^ m^ lebt 
1 190 foC tl^r entfagcn : 

mtt @oIbe gcgirrt 
nad^ ®oIb nnr foUt t^r nod^ gicren. 

"'' geairtt : caught. 
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. r 

5luf ttottntgcn ^Hffxt ^^ 

in fcltflcm SBebcti 

toicgt il^r tui), 1195 

ben (Sd)tx>axi^titn 
t)erad^tet t^r cttigen ©d^toclgcr : — 

^abt ad^t! 

I^abt od^t ! — 

benn bicnt i^r SUianncr 1200 

crft mciner ^ail)t, 

cure fd^mndcn grau'n — 

bit mm grci'n t)crfd^ma^t — 
fie gtoingt gnr gnft fid^ ber 3toerg, 
ta6)t 8iebe xi)m nid^t I 1205 

^tot i^r mid^ red^t? 

©abt ad^t 1 
©abt ad^t t)or bem nSd^tlid^en ©eer, 
entfteigt be« ^Wiblnngen ©ort 1210 

att« ftummer Siefe gu Sag! 

(wrathfuUy). :"t>V. 



aSerge^', fret)elnber ®and^! t»t: 

aBa« fagt ber? 
fioge 

(steps between them). 

©ei bod^ bei ©innen! 



v^'^, ^^ 



"^@i^tt»ar5»3ltteit: cf. note to l. 684, p. 40. "^'^djuielger : 

revellers, ««» fdjimtlfeit : /r^/STj/. "" (S)attd| : wr^/^A. «»♦ @ei 
bOI^ Bei Sittlteit: Consider what you are doing. 



^J 
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(To Alberich). 

1215 SBcn bod^ ^a^tt m6)t SBunbcr, 

erfii^rt er SKberid^e SBcrl? ^ , , 

©eltngt bctncr l^crrlid^cn 8tft, ^"^* 
ajja^ mtt bem ©ort bu l^etfd^cft, 
©en aJZacS^ttgften mu§ x6) bid^ rill^mcn 
1220 bcnn SUionb utib ©tern' 

ttttb bie ftral^Ienbc ©omie, 
ftc auc^ bilrfcn niijt anber^^ 
btcnctt miiffcn fie btr. 
5Dod^ toid^tig a6)f x^ t)or ottetn, ^^ 
1225 ba§ bed ported ©fiufer,. ^ , 

ber Sliblungen ©eer, ..• 
netblod blr geneigt. *^ j.^ 

©nen JRing x^xteSiiMMn^- '-'^^'^ 
bem jagte gtttemb betn 3SoIf : . y 

1230 bod^ iDenn ttn ©d^Iaf . •> ' 

ein ©teb bt(^ beft^Itt^, ^ " 
ben 9ttng fd^tau bit entrtff, 
tr)ie ttal^rteft bn SBeifer btd^ bann? 

!Cer giftigfte btoilt fid^ 8oge ; 
1235 anbre benit er 

tmmer fld& bnmm: 
ba^ fetn'td^ bebilrfte 
jtt 5Rat nnb ©tenft 

"'• ^etfdfteft : j^^>&. '«»* ttiic^tlg : important, «««4^attfer: 
amasser. ""^ bit geueigt : ^^w /^ ^<w. "**i:ftl^rte|it bit : >^« 

did contrive, "'» befd^Iili^ : skoidd overcome, "33 toa^rteft : 
gtuird. 
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urn l^artcn iCanl, 
ba^ \)Mt bcr !j)tcb jc^jt gem! 1240 

!j)cn ^cl^Icnbett ©elm- t ^^.. < * ^ ^^ '- 5 

erfann id^ mir [clbft? ^ 

bcr forgltd^fte ©d^micb, 
SWimc, mugf i^ti mir fd^tntebcn : 

fd^ncH mid^ ju toanbeln 1245 

nad^ metnem 2Bunfd^, 

bic ©eftalt mir ju taufd^cn, 

touflt mir ber §elm; 

nicmanb ficl^t mid^, 

toenn cr mid^ fud^t; 1250 

bod^ UberaQ bin id^^ 

gcborgctt "ttvx Slid* 

@o ol^tic ©orgc 
bin id^ felbft fid^cr t)or bir, 
btt fromm jorgenber ^J^eunb! 1255 

So0e. 

»iclc« fa^' ic^, 
.. ©citfamce fanb id^: 

bod& [old^ce SBunbcr 

gctoal^rf id^ nic. 
©cm SBcrl o^nc ©Icid^cn 1260 

lann id^ nid^t glaubcn; 
iDftrc bice cinj'gc mbglid^, 
bcinc SSlai)i Mo^xit bann ctoig. 

"*' ^el^Iettbett : concealing. "^3 forgUfflfie : most careful. 
"5* gel^Orgett : hidden from, "^^ tuftl^rte : would last. 
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^ STOcinft in, x6) liig' 
1265 \ . "^ unb prolate toxt 809c ? 

aSor «Iug^cit bia^t fid^ . 
; jutn platen ber ©Wbc r- 

1270 nun ptagc btd^ 5Wciblt *v * . 

©cfttmm', in toeld^er ©cftalt ( ' 

foK x6) iaii t)or bir ftcl^nf 

So0e. 

3fn toeld^cr bu toittft : 
nut maHf t)or ©tanncn mld^ ftnmni* 

(putting on the helmet). 

1275 „JRtcfett*S33unn 

tt)inbe bid^ rtngclnb!" 

Instantly he disappears. A giant snake unfolds its coils on the 
ground where he had just been standing. It raises itself from the 
ground and opens its huge jaws towards Wotan and Loge. 

So0e 

(acts as if he were frightened). 

fd^redltd^c ©d^langcl 
"^' htimifi' : doudt «<^» mt^t fif^ : is swelling, »'« lad^: 

quickly, "'* rtltgelltb : in coils. 



\ 
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t)erf doling' mtd^ tiid^t ! 
@d^one Sogen bad Sebeni nSo 

SBottttt 

(laughs). 

®ut, aiber^ ! 

gut, bu Slrgcr I 

SBie tmtd^d fo rafd^ 

jum rtcjtgen S33urme bcr 3^^9  

The serpent disappears and in its place Alberich becomes 
visible in his real form. 

©el^e! Q\)x 0ugcn, 1285 

gtaubt tl^r vxxt nun? 

aJlctn 3ittcm mag birt bcgcugen, 

3ur groften ©d^Iangc 

fW ft bu b^ \6)ntU : 

tt)cU id^'d gctoal^rt, 1390 

tDtUtg glaub' i(i^ bad SBunber. 

!j)od^ tt)ic bu tDUd^fcft, 

lonnft bu aud^ »tngtg 

unb Ilcin btd^ fd^affcn? 
©ad Hilgfte fd^icnc mtr ba^, 1295 

(Sefal^rcn fd^Iau ju cntfltcl^'n : 
bad abet bftnft mtd^ gu fd^ttcrl 

3u fd^lDcr bir, 

*»*»@l^0lte: spare, "«'3ittettt: trembling, »•» f c||ltf ft bit 
bil^ : ^<?« changed yourself . ^^^ mittStg t exceedingly small. 
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toici bu ju bumml 
1300 ajJic ttetn foe ic^ fcin? 

J)a§ btc engftc tlinge bid^ foffc, 
too bang blc ^dtc fid^ birgt^ . 

^al^l ntd^td letter 1 
8uge bu ^erl 

(He again puts on the magic helmet). 

1305 rrfitutnm unb grau 

Iriec^e ^bte!" 

He disappears. Among the stones the gods notice a toad 
making its way up towards them. 

Soge 

(to Wotan). 

©ort btc State, 
greife fie rafd^! 

Wotan steps upon the toad. Loge seizes its head and gains 
possession of the magic helmet. 

StOieriiJ^ 

(again becomes visible in his real form as he is groveling at 

Wotan's feet). 

D^el gSerpud[|t! 
1310 td^ bin gefangeni 

£00e* 

©df i^tt feft, 
bid id^ il^n banb. 

He brings forth a hemp rope and binds the arms and legs of Alberich. 
Then both seize him bound, though he furiously tries to defend him- 
self ; they carry him to the chasm whence they had descended. 

'*" ftUltae : crevUe; faffe : hold. '*^ l^erfbt^t : Curse me. 
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©d^eU l^fataufl 
bort tft cr tttifcr* 

(They disappear climbing upwards). 



Dterte Scene* 



The scene is changed, in reversed order, however, from the previous 
one. Finally there appears again the open space on the mountain 
heights, as in the second scene. It is now, however, surrounded by a 
pale, misty vapor, as before the second change on the scene when 
Freia was carried away. 

£o0e» 

^kx, aScttcr, 1315 

ftfee bu fcfti 

8ufle, gtebftcr, 

bort Hegt bte SBeft, 
blc bu Sung'rer gettimien bit totCft : 

tt»eld^ ©tettd^cn, [ag^ 1320 

befthtttnft bu tnir briti gum ©taO? 

\ . '-©d^anbltd^cr ©ci^ad^erl 
^^ bu ©d^att ! bu ©d^elm I 

Wfe ben «aft, 

bbibe uiid^ lod, 1335 

.\ bctt gret)el fotift bfi^eft bu grcd^cr! 

""fimig^ter : Aw«if.pr. '^'©I^al!: rascal; @|l^e(]tt: ro^yte. 
'^ Bftjleft btt : J^ou will atone for. 
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©cfaitflctt btft btt, 
fcft mtr flcfeffelt, 
tote btt btc aSeft, 
1330 toa« lebt unb toebt, 

in bctner ©ctoaft fd^on toftl^tcft 
3tt IBanben Itcgft bu t)ar mtr, 
bu 53angcr, lannft c« ntd^t Icugncn/ 
gu tebtgen bid^ 
1335 bcbarf'd nun bcr gCfung* ^' ' 

O, td^ Sropf 1 

id^ trttumcnbcr Sl^orl 

SBlc bumm trauf td^ 

bem btcbtfd^ctt S:rugl ^_^ 

rild^e ben f^el^l! 

Soge» 
®oH {Rad^c btr frommcti, 
Dor aKcm rate btd^ frei : ^r- 

bem gebttttb'nen STOanne ^v*' 
1345 bil^t leitt greigr ben gregeL .. ^ 

35mm ftnn']t bn auf 9tad^ ^^ 

rafd^ ol^ne ©ftumen ^^\^^ 

forg' nm bte gfifnng gnnSd^fti 

"3** ittfi ttttb meBt : aUiteration. "^4 ^ febigftt bifl^ : ^Jree 
yourself. "36 ^^0^,^  y^/. i34x g^^j  mistake, '^ frommett : 
sAa// avail you ; i.e. if you ever hope to be able to obtain 
your revenge. **♦• fotg' : look out for. 
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(roughly). \l > 

®o l^ei^t, ttxiS tl^r bcgcl^rt 1 

.'^^^ 

!Dctt ^ort ttttb bcitt l^eHcd ®oIb* 1350 

(y V. '^ ' \ ©icriflcs ©auncrgcjild^t 1 

\ \ (To himself). \ 

' Sc^alf tc^ mtr nur bcti {Rbig, • ^ / >"l 

bed ©ortcd cntraf td^ bann letd^t : '^ ^ 



u-^ 






bcTitt t)Ott neuem gctoonnen 

unb tootmtg gcnttl^rt o^^ '' ' 1355 
ift cr 6alb burc^ be« {Ringed ®ebot^' V 

gine SBtfetgung tottr^ 

bte toetfe mtd^ maUfi : 
gtt teuer ntd^t ga^r td^ bte 3^^^^: f 
loff td^ ftir bte gel^re ben SCanb^ * * 1360 

eriegft bu ben ©ort? 
HOeHdi. 

gCft mtr bte ©anb, 
fo intf td^ i^n ^er. 

(Loge unfastens his right hand.) 

^^f^ti^t: name. ^^^"^ S^^tiX treasure. ^^^ (^Xtn^td (^WXVLtX" 
gesft^t : you greedy rabble of cheats. ^^^ VXttaV X give up. 
"" geitftl^rt : increased. "^7 Ig^i^igitiig : lesson. ^^^ ^xOfi X 
lesson, "*' iSxit%^ bit : Do you surrender. 
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(touches the ring with his lips and utters the command). 

> ^^ '" ©ol|Ian, btc TOblutigctt 
1365 ricf td^ mix naS) : 

bem ©erm gcl^ord^cnb 
^iir' tc^ ben ©ort 
aue bcr Sicfc fie ftt^ren ju 2:afl! 
5«tttt I5f t mxi) t)om Klftigen Sanb ! 

1370 5Rtd^t e^'r bt« atted fleaa^It. 

The Nibelungs ascend from the chasm, loaded with the tr^ure. 

O fd^anblt^e ®6)ma6), V'^ 
ba« bte fd^euen knt6)tt 
gelnebelt felbft mx6) erfd^au'n! 
!Dort^tn flefillirt, 
1375 tote x6)'^ befe^n 

m gu ©auf 
fd^td^tet ben ©ort! 
§elf id^ end^ gasmen? — 
^te^er ntd^t gelttflt ! — 
1380 9lafd^ ba! ra[d^! 

V bann rtt 6rt tuA t)on btnnen: 

^. ^' bat i^t: mtr fd^afft, ^ - V " 

^ fort in ben ©d^ai^ten! V 

v/ .; .., SBel^' end^, finb' id^ end^ fani! i 
1385 ; ' Slnf ben gerfen folg' id^ t^ nad^. 

The Nibelungs pile up the treasure and timidly slip down 

again into the chasm. 

'*'^ gerneliett : fettered, "'^ fij^^tet : pile up, »''» geln^t : 

look. 
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la^t mx6) nun gtc^n! 
Unb ia^ ©elmcnflefd^mctb, 
ba« 8oflc bort l|(ilt, 
ba« gebt mix nun flfltltc^ gurfld ! 1390 

£oge 

(thro\nng the magic helmet to the rest of the treasure). 

3ttr ©ugc gc^5rt and) bte S3cutc. 

9Caerid|. 

ajcrflu^ter $Dteb ! — 

35od^ nur ©ebulb ! 

5Der ben attcn mtr fc^uf, 

fd^afft ctnen anbcm : 1395 

no(^ ^alf ^ bte SWac^t, 

bcr a)?tmc fld^ord^t . 

©c^Iintm gtoar Jff^^ wXi -*^ 

bcm fd^Iauen getnb ^ \^ l^-^"^ 

gtt laffen bte Hfttgc SBe^r ! — ^ ' \ 1400 

5Wun bcnn! Sltbcrtc^ ^ 

lie^ eud^ alle« : 
icfet I5ft, t^r «(Jf en, ba« «anb ! 

£oge 

(to Wotan). 

«tft btt befrtebtgt, 

blnbMd^ t^n fret? 1405 



"•' 4^elmettgefli^meib : forced helmet. "91 gjjggg • penalty, 
1400 lljirtge : cunning. 
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SBotiitt« 

®tt golb'ncr {Ring 
ragt btr am ginger: 

ber, a6)f x6), gel^drt tnit gnm ©ort* 

9Ulimd| 

(horrified). 

1410 5Dcr JRing? 

3u bcincr 88fnng 
mn^t bn il^n laffcn* 

!Da« 8ebcn — bod^ nid^t ben {Ring ! 

!Dcn 5Reif t)criang' id) : 
1415 mit bcm gcbcn vxaif toad bn toiCft ! 

85r id& mir 8cib nnb gcben, 
ben {Ring and^ mn^ id^ mir I5fen 

^anb nnb ^oMpt, 

Sing' nnb D^r, 
1420 ift nid^t mcl^r mein eigcn 

ate l^icr bicfer rote {Ring I 

'*°^ ragt bir ant : w displayed on. *^ al^t^ idft : methinks. 

**" laffcit : ^w // up, »*« iQai9 bn wittfl : ax ^<w //^aj^. 

**''^ Bdf id^ : If I ransom. 
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©em ©gen ncnnft bu ben 5Rinfl? 
5Raf eft bu, f d^amlofer 2Kbe ? 
VKAV^u^ 5yiUc^tem fag', 

->i toem entna^mft bu ba« ®oIb? 1425 

barau^ bu ben fd^ttnmemben fd^ufft? 

aBaf« bem ©gen, 

m^ bu 5lrger 
ber SBaffertiefe enttoanbt? 

«ei be^ JRl^eineS JCd^tem 1430 

l^ole btr 5Rat, 

ob fie l^r ®otb 

btr 3u etgen gaben, 
ba^ bu gum JRtng btr geraubt^ 

9CI6erid|. 

©c^ma^n^e SCud e ! r , ^ ; ,% ' 1435 

fc^anbtic^er Jrug ! - ^ . . .^ 

toirfft bu ©c^ad^er -- * '• ' ] . 

bte ©c^ulb mtr t)or, 
bte btr fo toonnig ertoiinfd^t? 

2Bte gem raubteft 1440 

bu felbft bem SR^eine ba« ®oIb, 

mt nur fo leid^t 
^^O"-'' xbt^tft, e« gu fd^mieben, eriangt? 
^ — ^ SBte glUdf e« nun 

btr ®Iei§ner gum ©eil," A '  ' ' 1445 

ba^ ber TOblung x^ 

'^ 9?illiiteni : Soderfy. '*^ <B(^m^t XMt : Miserable 
deceit, ^^ %tn^ ; treachery. *^ ©Icigner : hypocrite. 
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v.-^'-.^ 




fai be« 3ortte« BtDOttflc, \ .v..^ 

ben fd^rcdl^ctt ^aubcrjcinamu — C^\ 
1450 bcff SBcrl nun luftifl btr loi^t? 

®cd Uttfeligften, 
Slttflftt)crfc]^rten 
flu^ferttfle, ,V<.^^*^ 

furdjtbarc V^at,^ ^ ' \ ^ 

1455 a^ filrftH^cm SCanb .> •' 

foB ftc frepd^ btr tauflcn?*^ 
gur grcubc bit frommen mctn gliid^? 
©tttc bid^, 
fcrrifc^cr ®ott! 
1460 3£St}£lte ^/ 

f ftctielf i4 frci an mtr : 
bod^ on aOcm, toad toax, 

tft Uttb ttnrb, 
frcDcIft, giDtgcr, bu, 
1465 cntrei^eft bu fred^ mtr ben SRtng ! 

^er ben 9ttng ! 
«ein SRed^t en ll^m 
_Jd^tt)»rt betn ©d^mafeen btr ju- 

(He forcibly tears the ring from Alberich's finger), 
(screaming violently). 

©eV- iertrttmmert ! 3erlni(ft! 
1470^ ^ ©enrfourlgen traurigfter tnedSt! 



'^» ICltgftoerfelirtett: worried by fear. ^^ fftfftlill^eilt %^x^x 
as a princes plaything, *«• 4^fiie Ml^ : ^^ on your guard 
*^ 4^cr : Let me have. *^ ^txMSi X Crushed, 
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(places the ring on his finger and gazes at it with evident 

pleasure). 

5Kutt ffoif \d), tt)a« mi^ erl^ebt, 
bcr Sroad^tiflcn mad^tiflftcn ©erm ! 

3ft er gcttft? 

aBotan. 
eittb' {^ to« ! 

Soge 

(unties Alberich's fetters). 

®ci^Ift|)fe bctm l^efan ! 1475 

frcl fal^rc bal^tn ! 

(furiously lau^^iingy rises from the ground). 

©in id^ nun frci? 

toirlttd^ frei? — 

@o grii^^ tvid) benn mSo 

tncnicr grcil^eit crfter ®ru^ ! — » : 

S33ic iwctS) ff lud^ cr mtr gcrict, 1 ; V 
Dcrflttd^t fci btc[cr {Ring ! a 

@ab fchi ®oIb 1 vV 
mir — STOad^t ol^ne STOag, j 14^5 

tmn geufl' fete 3^^^t- ^^ • ^ " " \ 

2:0b bcm — ber t^n trttgt ! ; 

* — 

**^ 6(l^littge : /<r//^rj. '^'^ f dire boljilt ; ^o on your way. 
'*■* SOtg^ : may beget. 



'^ 
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ftcitt grower foU 

f etncr fid^ frcu'n ; 
1490 leinem ©tiidltd^en ta($e 

fcitt lid^ter ©Ictti ; 

tt)cr tl^n bcfi^t, 

ben fcl^rc ©orgc, 

uvb iDcr il^n nid^t l^at, 
1495 nagc bcr 9?etb ! 

3ebcr gicrc 

natS) fctnem Out, 

bod^ Icittcr genic^c 

mtt 5Ru^ctt fern'; 
1500 o^ttc SShui^cr l^ilf tl^n fcin ^crr, 

iod) bctt SBUrgcr giel^' cr i^m gu ! 
^ . i !Dcm 2:obc Dcrfotteti, 

'^ ^ ^. ^ _ Jt^^ bctt gctflctt bie gurd^t ; 

fo tang' cr kit, 
1505 ftcrb' cr Icd^jcnb ba^ni, 

bed 9itngc« ©err 

ate be« 5Rtnge« ^ed^t: 

bte in meiner ©anb 
ben geranbten toieber id^ l^alte ! — 
1510 @o — fegnet 

in ^iJd^fter 5Rot 
ber 9libelung f einen ©ort ! — 

©el^alf i^n nnn, 

*^'* fe^re : may sear. **9S itnge: may gnaw, ''•^ gicw : may 

long for. «oo gs„,j^er : prop, "« ©ftrger : j/oyipr. «*« (eil^* 

5enb : full of anguish. 
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metnem glwi^ flie^eft bu nu^t ! 1515 

(He quickly disappears in the chasm). 

£0ge« 

Saud^teft bu 
feittcm 8tebe«gru§? 

(lost in his admiration of the ting}* 

®^mC i\)vx bie flcifembe 8ttft ! 

(The mist in the foreground gradually clears away). 

£006 

(looking tonrards the right). 

gafoft unb gafncr 

nai^ctt t)on fern; 1520 

fjrcta ffll^rctt fie l^er. 

(From the other side enter Fricka, Donner, and Froh). 

8fr0^^ 

®ie lel^rten gurilcf* 

^0ittte¥. 
SBiKfommen, ^Bruber ! 

(Hastens towards Wotan, evidently greatly disturbed). 

©rtngft bu mix gute ^nbe? 
S0ge 

(pointing towards the treasure). 

mt gift unb ©etoalt 1525 

"'• geifembe : wrathful, '^24 ^uut^e : news. 
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gelanfl ba^ SBerf : 
bort Itcgt, m^ grcia Wf t 

^ottiteir* 

3lue ber {Rtcfctt ©aft ^ 
Xiafft bort bie ©ctbc* h-' - 

1530 aSie Kcblid^c 8uft 

toicber und tocl^t, 
koonntg ®efil^( 
btc ©nine fuat ! 
S:raurig ging' c« un« aCeti, 
1535 gctrennt fflr immcr t)on i^r, 

bic feiblo^ ett)iger Sugcnb 
iubelnbc 8uft un« t^erlct^t 

The foreground has again become tight ; through this tight the gods 
regain their former youthful appearance. The background however 
is still enveloped in mist and the far-away castle is invisible. 

Fasolt and Fafner enter leading Freia between them. 

gfYiifa 

(joyfuUy hastens towards her sister to embrace her). 

Steblt^ftc ©d^tocftcr, 
fttfecftc 8uft ! 
1540 Sift bu mix toteber gctoonnen? 

gfofoU 

(warding her off). 

©aft ! md)t fie bcril^rt ! 

'*•• 4^aft : prison. «36 i^i^i^g J ^i^ssed. "^ 9Ki^t ftc be- 
rftl^rt : Do not totuh her. 
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yioif it\)M fie \m». 

Sluf {Rtefen^etm'd 

ragcnbcr aKarf. . ^ . - 

raftctctt ttnr: 1545 

mtt treucm SDtatt 

bc« aSertraged ^fanb 

|)flcfltcn totr: 

fo f cl^r tnid^'« rent, 

jurttcf bo(^ bring' W^ 1550 

ertcgt uti« Srilbcm 

bic gdfung i^r. 

Scrcit licgt bie gdfung : 

bed ©otbed a»a§ 
fei nun giltlid^ gemeffen* 1555 

gfafott. 

!Ca« SBeib gu miffen, 

toiffe, gemutet mid^ tt)e^ : 
foU au^ bem ©inn fie mir fd^toinben, 

be« ®ef(j^meibe« ©ort 

^dufe benn fo, 1560 

bag meinem Slid 
bie ©lUl^enbe ganj er t^erbecf 

SBotam 
®o fteat bad aJIag 
nad^ greiad ©eftalt. 

Fafner and Fasolt push the stakes in the ground before Freia in 
such a manner that the space between equals her height and ^dth. 

"** SWcfl : boundary. *"7 genttiiet mid| loell : causes me pain. 
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1565 ®c})flangt finb bic ^fill^Ic . y-' *' 

nad& $f onbcd aKa^ ; 
ge^ttuft ffltt' e« bcr ^ort» 

gilt tntt bem SBcrl : 
toibcrltd^ tft mtrt ! 

1570 ©ilf mtr, grol^ ! 

iJrctaS ©d^macl^ 
etr iS) ju cttben, 

(Loge and Froh hastily pile up the treasure between the stakes.) 

gfafiteir. 

5W^t fo lett^t 
unb todcr gcfilflt: 
1575 feft unb btd^t 

ftttt' er ba« aKa§! 

By sheer force he crowds the treasure together ; he stoops down 

to look for vacant spaces. 

©tcr lug' id) notS) burd^ : 
t)crfto})ft mtr bic Sildeti! 

3urilcf, btt ©rober! 
1580 grctf mlr ntd^t^ an. 

^^^^anht»:pl^d^e, ^^^miberKd^: disgusting, "'''©ij^ittadft: 

disgrace, »"* gefugt : piled up together, »*^« DerfitO)lft : /// up. 
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©teller! btc ftlmgc t)crftcmntt! 

SBotittt 

(turning aside mth apparent displeasure). 

SEicf ttt bcr «ruft 
brcnnt ntid^ btc ©d^tnad^* 

(Gazing upon Freia). 

©icl^, tt)tc in ©d^am 
fd^tnS^Uc^ btc eblc ftc^t : 1585 

urn grWfung flel)t 
fttttnm ber leibctibc ©Itdt. 

O bdfcr 2»(mn! 
S)cr aJHnntgctt botcft bu ba«! 

8fafiter* 

5Wod^ ntclir ]^lcrl)cr! 1390 

^intiter. 

tattm f^ait itS) ntid^: 

fd^tiumcnbc SBut 
tt)cdtt Tnfar bcr fc^atnlofc SSSid^t ! — 

©tcrl^cr, bu ^uttb ! 

totttft bu mcffctt, 1595 

fo mil bic^ fdbcr uiit uiir! 

Sfaftter. 
SRul^ig, 5Dottttcr ! 



X58I 



J>ic ^Kttse nerllemiiti : /// «/ M<f Ao/e. »*»9 jD^itnigen : 

>i> om, 'W3 jgjii^^ . wr<fA:y5. »«5 Qteffett : i.e. measure the size 
of the pile. «9^ mi^ : i.e. measure your strength. 
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Koflc tt)o'« taugt: 
l^tcr tUlfet bcm 5RaffcIn bir nlc^t«! 

homier 

(aims). 

1600 yi\d)t btd^ (S^m&\ji\S)tn au gerfd^mcttcm? 

gricbc bod^! 
@(^ott bibilt mid^ %ttxa t)crbc(ft. 

£oge* 

©cr ©ort gtng auf. 

gfafneY 

(watching carefully). 

5Wo(^ fd^muttcrt tntr §oIba« ©oar: 
i6q5 bort bad ©eiDtrl 

totrf auf bcTi ©ort! 

£ode* 
S33ic, an6) bcti ©dm? 

©urtig l^cr ntit il^m ! 

8a| il^n bctm fatircti! 
£o0e 

(throws the helmet on the pile). 

1610 ©0 fittb ttir fcrtig- — 

©cib tl^r gttfriebcn? 



*'^' dlotte ttlO^i^ titltgt : i-e. thunder whenever there is some 
use for it. "» 9laffefo ; noisg. 
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grcta, bic fd^flnc, 

fd^au' id^ ntd^t mcl)r: 

ift fie geWrt? 

mug td^ fie laffen? 1615 

(he approaches the treasure and searchingly examhies it). 

2Be^! noc^ bti^t 

il)r SSM gu mir I)er; 

be« Sluged ©tern 

ftral^It tnid^ nod^ an:. ; ^^ 

burt^ etne (Spaitt • * \ 1620 

vm^ td^'d erf<)SI)'n! — 
@el)' id^ bte« tootttiige Slug', 
t)on bem ©eibe faff id) nid^t ab* 

8faftter» 
§e! eud^ raf id^, 
t)erfto|)ft tnir bie JRtfee! 1625 

9lintTner*®atte ! 
fel^t tl)r benn nid^t, 
gang fd^ttanb nn« ba« ®oIb? 

Sfttfnet* 

aJWt nid^ten, grennb! 

5ln ©otan« ginger 1630 

gISnjt t)on ®oIb nod^ ein SRing, 
ben gebt, bie 5Rtfee gn f fitten ! 



»6»' erftpfi^'tt : deAo/d. ^^ 9{iimtter»®atte : never-saud, 

'**• fl^ttOttb: has gone. 



k 
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S33ic! btefen attng? 

8a|t 0x6) ratctti 
1635 ©en 5R^ctntiJd^teni 

9e^8rt blc^ ®oIb: 
t^ncn giebt SOSotati c^ ttlcber. 

3Bad fd^iDa^eft bu ba? 
Sa^ fc^toer td^ mix crbeutet, 
164D o^ne ©atigen miff W^ filr mid^. 

Soge. 

@d^rimm banti ftc^f « 
um metn 95erf|)re(^en, 
ba« t(^ ben ^agcnbcn gab- 

5Dein SSerf pred^eti btnbct mi(^ nid^t : 
1645 ate ©cute blelbt mix ber 9ictf. 

gfofiter* 

5Do(^ ^ter gur SBfimg 
mu|t bu i^tt legctt* 

fjorbert fred^ tt)a« lf)r tooHt : 
atte* gettft^r' t4 



'***i>^tie S3ittigeit: without fear. "♦» beti ftlagenben: /!^ 

those who claimed their rights. 
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urn oQe 3Be(t 1650 

ntd^t falirctt bod^ laff' Id^ ben attng. 

afafott 

(in his rage drags Freia from behind the treasure). 

m» bcnn iff «, 
betm alten blcibfd: 
ttim folgt ttttd grcia ffir hunter! 

gfreia* 

©ilfc! ©life! ie«5 

©Otter ®ott, 
gieb tl^en nad^l 

Sr»i» 

@|)are bad ©olb nid^tl 

Pointer* 

@|)enbe ben 9ttng boc^I 

SBotatt. 

8a|t ntt(^ fat 9tuy ! 1660 

Den 9ieif get' td^ nid^t* 

Fafner attempts to restrain Fasolt from hastening away ; all stand 
amazed, Wotan angrily turns aside. Again the stage grows darker ; 
from a crevice on one side a bluish gleam appears in which Wotan 
suddenly recognizes Erda who arises from the depth as far as the 
middle of her body. She b of noble appearance, her black hair sur- 
rounding her like a cloak. 

'"'beirn attett UtibV^: let our first agreement stand, 
X6S9 @)penbe : Give up, '**° It.^^i mici^ in SRuV : Let fne alone. 
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(Stba 

(yrsLxnmgly stretching out her hand towards Wotan). 

SBetd^e, SBotan, iDetcl^e ! 

^ {RcttUtt9«lo« 

1665 brnittctn aScrberben 

tt)eil)t btd^ fcitt ®ctt)tttn. 

aScr bift btt, ma^nenbe^ ?Bctb ? 

<$rba« 
SBie aQed koar^ totl^ id); 
ttrtc atte^ tt)trb^ 
1670 tt)te attc« fern tt)trb^ 

f el^' t(^ aud^ : 
ber ctij'geti SBclt 
Ur-aSala, 
Srba mal^nt beinett SJhtt. 
1675 2)rci ber Z^6)ttx, 

ur^crfd^affne^ 
gebar mcin ©d^og : 
load td^ fel^e, 
fa9en bit nftcfitlid^ btc Stometu 

'"•aBeii^e:^/i?/</. '^^maf^ntubt^i warning, ^^"nt-^ala: 

a wise woman endowed with witchcraft and able to determine 
the fate of mankind. **'* Ittal^ttt : recalls, "'* ttt-erfdiaff^lte : 
created from the beginning of the world, "'' ^\^ 9^orttett : the 
northern goddesses of fate. Three maidens of never-fading 
beauty, Urd, Naranda, and Skuld ; they weave — following 
eternal laws — the course of events, the fate of kings, the 
deeds of heroes. 
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!Do(i^ I^Bc^fte ®efa{|r 1680 

f fi^rt' mi6) ^cuf 
felbft gtt bit l^er : 
^Bre! ^dre! I^Qre! 
Mt^, tt)a« tft, cnbct. 
®n bttftcrcr Sag 1685 

bfimmcrt ben ®5ttcrtt : 
btr raf td^^ ntctbc ben {Rbig ! 

Slowly she becomes invisible as far as the breast while the 
bluish light grows darker. , J 

/ 

®c]^ciTnnfe*l^c^r 
fyiUt mix bettt SBort : 
loetle, ba§ me{|r 16) kotffe ! 1690 

(Srba 

(while disappearing). 

QtS) toamte bt(^ — 
bu koeilt gettug : 
jnmc in ©org' nnb ^(S)t ! 

(She vanishes). 

®ott id^ forgen unb f ilrd^tcn — 
btd^ ntn| Id^ ^a\^tn, 1695 

aUt^ erfa^rcn! 

He is about to enter the chasm to seize Erda ; Donner, Froh, 
and Fricka throw themselves into his way and stop him. 

ffia« totttft bn, SaSi itenber? ^ 
'^* f offeit : j««^. 
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©alf ctn, SBotan ! 
©d^cue bic (gble^ 
1700 ad^te il^r 93ort ! 

Pointer 

(to the giants). 

§Brt i^r aiicfen! 
gurild^ unb l^arrct : 
bad ®oIb kotrb euc^ gegeben* 

gfteia. 

iCarf t(^ c« ^offcn? 
I7Q5 bllttft cud^ ^mlbo- 

totrfltc^ bcr gafung ttcrt? 

(All gaze intently at Wotan). 

SBotmt 

(after deep meditation finally comes to a conclusion). 

3tt mi«, grcia ! 
bu bift bcfrcit: 
koieber gelauft 
1710 ttfff un« blc 3^ttgcnb juriid ! — 
3]^r {Ricfcn^ tiel^tnt curcti Sttng ! 

He throws the ring upon the treasure. The giants free Freia; 
joyfully she hastens towards the gods, who alternately caress her 
with every sign of rejoicing. 

gfofner 

(opens at once a huge sack and gets ready to place the 

treasure in it). 

(hastily placing himself in his brother's way). 

^alt, bu ©ieriger ! v J( / . , w i>*^ 






A^ 
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gOnne nttr aud^ 'load ! 

{Rebllt^c SlcUuttg 

taugt tttt^ bcibcn. 1715 



^tfft an bet aJZatb aid am ®olb 
lag bit t)crttcbtcnt ©cdt: 
mit aKtt^' gum SCauf c^ 
ij2 ^>^^^^it)ermo(^f id^ btt| 2:]^orctt» 

' f J^attcft bu grcia gefrcit: 
tcir i(^ ben ©ort^ 
biHig behalf id^ 
blc grOfete ©ttlftc fttr mt(^. 



1720 



©d^itnblic^er bu ! i7?s 

Wx btcfctt ©(^impf? — 

(To the gods). 

(&4 ruf id^ gu attd^tem : 
tetlet na^ yttSfi, 
ttttd rebUt^ bctt ^ort ! 

(Wotan contemptuously turns away). 

8aS^ bctt §ort ll^n raffcn : 1730 

^olte bu nut auf ben 9ting ! 

"" gBwie : grant; ^maiS : = Cttoa«. "" tOUgt : is of ad- 
vantage, ""®ejf : fop. "*' HenttOd^f : did I succeed in 
persuading, *'** f affeit : snatch away. 
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(attacks Fafner who in the meantime has taken possession 
of a great part of the booty). 

3uril(l^ btt fjret^cr ! 
meitt tft Dcr JRfaig : 
mtr bllcb cr ffir fjrcia^ ©ltd. 

(He hastily attempts to grasp the rin^. 

gfofitev* 

1735 Sort ntit bcr gauft ! 

bcr SRitig ift ntcttt- 

(They struggle with one another. Finally Fasolt 
snatches the ring from Fafner). 

Qi) l^alf iffu, mtr gcl^Brt cr ! 

3faftteY« 

©alf fcft, ba| cr nid^t fafl'! 

Full of rage he strikes with his club at Fasolt, lays him low, and 
^ snatches the ring from him. 

\^ 5Run Mingle m6) grcia« ©Kd: 

1740 an ben 5Relf rlil^fft bu ntt^t mel^r ! 

He places the ring in the sack and calmly takes possession of the 
treasure. The gods gaze at his actions full of terror and amazement. 
Solemn, continued silence. 

SBotatu 

Surd^tbar nun 
crfbib* ic^ be« glud^ce «raft ! 

£oge« 

SSad glcic^t, SBotan, 
tt)ol^I bclttcm ©lildtc? 

*'" gfort : atuay. *"' blittjfo : ^nJk at or /<w>& j/yi?K. 
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SSicI cmarb btr 1745 

be« 9imgc« ©cttitin; 
bat ^^ tt^^ ^it genommen^ 
nii^t bit noc^ mel^r : 
bcme geinbc, ftcl^^ 

faaen fic^ felbft 1750 

urn bad ®olb^ bad in Dergabft. 

Wotm 

(deeply moved). 

SBte boc^ ^angett mi6) btnbet ! 
©org'unb fjurt^t 
feffelti ben ©trat; 

tt)ic fie gu cnben 1755 

lel^re ntid^ @rba : 
}tt i{|r mu^ id^ l^tnab ! 

^Yiffa 

(coaxingly approaching him). 

JjM( ^^-JSlojpeilft bu, SBotan? 

^ l^ ggiiift bit nt(^t ^olb 

bte l^el^rc ©urg, ^ , ^7^, 

bie bed ©ebteterd - ' " '" 

j,^ gaftfid^ bergenb nun l^arrt? 



r 



fSitttm, 
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X7S1 



kiergabft : ^ave away. "*• toeUft : de/ay. '^** l^ergenb : 

harboring, ^^^^ 3ott : /^^'^w/lf. 



/ 
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(pointing towards the bacl^ound, which is still enveloped in mist). 

17^ ^xMt% ©ebiinft 

fc^tocbt In bcr 8uft, 
Ittftlg Ift mtr 
bcr trllbc ©rudt : 
bad bletd^e %t\sM 
1770 famntP td^ gu bitfecnbem SBcttcr ; 
; 'y^^ bad legt ben ^immcl mtr l^ctt. 

/ He has now Counted a high cliff and swings his hammer. 

$e ba! $e bal 

3u mir bu ©cbttft! 

il^r IDibiftc, ju mtr ! 
1775 ffionncr, bcr ^crr^ 

ruft cud^ gu ©ccr» 
Slttf bed ©ammerd ©d^imtng 

fd^koebet l^erbei: 

\/t bal l^e bal 
1780 bttftig ©ebilnff 

Dottttcr ruft cud^ ju ©ecrl 

The mist has now gathered around him; he disappears in a 
storm-threatening cloud which grows darker and darker. Then one 
can hear his hammer heavily striking the cliff. Lightning illumines 
the sky. Thunder follows. 

©ruber, ju mtr I 
toetfe ber 55rttdte ben SBegl 

Froh has disappeared in the clouds which suddenly, however, clear 
away. Donner and Froh become visible and a rainbow forms a 
bridge from the valley to the castle, which now, in the light of the 
evening-sun, appears in all its splendor. 

«765 (Sij^tojllej^ @ebiilt{t ; Sultry mist, ^^ 5)nirf : pressure, 
"'* fegt : sweeps. 
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Fafner, who from his brother's body has gathered all the trea- 
sure, places the huge sack containing it on his back and leaves the 
stage while Donner is calling up the clouds. 

3fwV i ' 

3ttr Surg f%t btc JiBrildtc, /^' ^^' 
Iclt^t^ bo6) fcft curem ^§ : 1785 

befc^rcitet fii^n 

il^ren fd^redttofen $fab! 






aBotott 

* 

(absorbed in contemplation of the castle). 

abcnbric^ ftra^rt 

ber ©onnc Slugc ; 

in ^S(§fgcr ®Iut 1790 

ptangt glftttienb bie S^xq : 

in bc8 aKorgcTid ©d^clnc 

mutig erfd^hnmemb, 

lag fie l^errenlod 
l^cl^r t)erIo(lenb Dor mtr. 1795 

95cm 2Korgen bte Slbetib 

In 3Rii^' unb Slngft 
nitSft lootmtg tioarb fie getioinmeni 

@« na^t bie 3la6)t : 

t)or il^rem 9?eib 1800 

biete fie ^Jergutig nun* 
©0 — grii§' ic^ bie IBurg^ 
fid^er t)0r Sang unb ©rau'n. — 

"•• ^l^eitbHll^ : /« M^ evenHde. »79» erfd^immetltb : gleam- 
ing, ''9s ^(]^|. )ie¥(0(fenb : sublimely alluring, "°' S3ergtmg : 

jA^/fer. "*' Sotlg Itttb @Yait^tt : fear and awe. 



100 RHEINGOLD 

(To Fricka). 

golgc mir^ g^au : 
i8q5 in SBall^aQ iDol^ne tnit ntir! 

(He seizes her hand). 

aBa« bcutct bcr 9?amc? 
5Ric, biittlt mtd^, ^(Jrf id^ i^n ncrnien* 

aBa«, mSd^tig ber gurd^t, 
ntettt 3Kut ntir erfanb, 
1810 tt)cnn ftegenb eg lebt — 

leg' e« ben ©inn Mr bar! 

Wotan and Fricka walk towards the bridge; Froh and Freia 
follow them with Donner at a distance. 

Soge 

(remaining in the foreground and gazing after the gods). 

Q^ixtm gnbe eilen fie ju, 
bie fo ftarf im ©eftel)en fid^ toii^nen. ^^^ 
gaft fc^iim' ixS) mi(^ //^^ 

1815 ntit iiinen gu ft^affen ; , . 

gur ledenben 8o^e 
mid^ tt)ieber jn ttmnbein 
fijihr' ic^ lodtenbe 8ttft . 
®ie aufgngel^ren^ 
i8ao bie einft ntii^ gegill^ntt, 

'*°^aBaHatt: the home of the gods. '**betttct: m^ans, 
"" (eg^ t^ ben @itm bh bor : ««// ^^ understood by you, 
"" ttlft^nett : imagine, '"* (Cffeitben fiol|e : licking flames. 
For Loge is the god of fire. "" (Offeitbe : alluring, "'' aitf* 
)tt§e]^rett: consume. 
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ftatt tnit ben 55Imbcn 

unb mnxC^ fldttltd^fte ®(5tter— 
ntd^t btttnm bitnfte mid^ ba^l 

©cbcnfen toiU id^'d : 1825 

toer tt)ct§ tt)a« id^ tl^uM 

He goes on, in careless attitude, to join the gods. 
From the deep can be heard the song of the " Daughters of the 
Rhine" (9t^eintd(J^teT). 

^ie %xti ffif^xvtJitliUx. 

SRcined ©olbl 
tt)ie lauter unb l^ctt 
leud^tcft l^otb bu un«l 1830 

Urn bid&, bu Ilarc^^ 
nun tt)ir Itagen! 
®ebt un« ba« ®oIb, 
gebt un« ba« reine juriidf! 

(is about to step on the bridge, but stops and turns around). 

SBeld^ ^fagcn flingt gu mvc l^er? 1835 

5Dc« {Rl^eincd ^tnbcr 
bcKagen be« ®olbc« 9?aub^ 

aScriDttnfc^te 5Wtdtcr! — 
SBcl^re intent ©cnedl 

«*« JliJit. bashfully; uttgell'tt : /J^-wvS. «««5 ^ebettfett :07«- 

nixies, "^SBe^jre: J/t^; ^enecf: Uasing ox complaints. 
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Soge 

(calling down into the valley). 

1840 Qifx ba m aSJafferl 

tDa« tt)emt i^r l^erauf? 
^m, toa^ aSJotan eud^ tDftnfd^t. 
©ISngt nid^t me^r 
eud^ a»itbd^en ba« ®oIb, 
1845 in ber ®5tter neuem ©lanje 

fontit eud^ fettg fortonl 

(laughing aloud the gods step upon the bridge), 
(from the depth). 

{Rl^einflolb I 
{Reined @oIbI 
D teud^tcte nod^ 
1850 in ber SEiefe bein lanfrer SEonbl 

SEranlid^ unb tren 
iff « nnr in ber SEiefe : 
fatfd^ unb feig 
ift tt)a« bort oben fid^ freuti 

While all the gods walk on the bridge towards the castle, the cur- 
tain falls. 

'•^ f Oltttt etl^ : ^njoy the sunshine ; f ortlltl X ever hereafter, 

"^*» tottf ter : pure. "«' 2:ratttt^ : Homelike, 



NEWSOIfS MODERN UNeUi(iE BOOKS 

Edited by 

Walter Ejppmann and Walter H. Buell. 

Based on the ^ H51zel Pictures *^ which have been successfully em- 
ployed for many years as an aid in teaching Modem Languages. 

These books for the early teaching of Modem Languages are based 
on the principles advocated by the pioneers of the " reform move- 
ment " m Germany f Vietor, Franke, Walter, etc.)) by the Association 
Phon^tique Internationale, by the " Committee of Twelve " appointed 
by the National Educational Association to investigate and report 
upon the subject of French and German instruction in secondary 
schools, and by a large number of prominent teachers in the United 
States, Switzerland, and other countries. 

By this method me pupil learns to think in the language he is 
studying without reference to the English equivalents of foreign 
words or the arrangement of words in English sentences. Beginning 
with the simplest ^irases the child is led easily and g^^ually to the 
expression oi more complicated ideas. He does not put English sen- 
tences into French and German, nor does he translate French and 
Gemoan sentences into English. His attitude towards French or 
German is exactly the same as his attitude toward English. He 
reads, talks, and tMnks in German or French with the same ease that 
marks his use of his mother tongue. 

These books have had a great success in England and on the 
continent, and are reprinted here by special arransement with J. M. 
Dent & Company^ of London. We offer them K>r your considera- 
tion with fullcoimdence that they are the best books now published 
for teaching children French and German. 

Newson's First French Book. Based on the '* Hdlzel Pic- 
tures '' of the Four Seasons. By S. Algb and Walter 
RiPPMANN, with an introduction by Walter H. Buell. 
217 pages, 4 illustrations, flexible cloth binding. Price, 
50 cents ; by mail, 55 cents. 

Some twelve years ago S. Alge, the head of a laige school for girls 
in Switzerland, published a littlie book for beginners in French. 
After it haA passed through half a dozen editions, and been revised 
by the author in the light of his experience in the class-room, Mr. 
W. Rippmann undertook a revision of the book for the use of English 
schools. By arrangement with Messrs. J. M. Dent & Company, the 
English publishers, this work, revised and improved, now comes to 
the United States, not only with the recommendation of the names 
of its authors, but with the prestige of a great success upon the conti- 
nent of Europe and in England. The book aims to make French 
the language of the class-room. In doing so, it does not leave the 
teadier to his own devices. It provides him with material at once 
interesting and systematically arranged. The language is very clear, 
and adapted to children from nine to thirteen years ofage, for whom 
the book is intended. 



Newson's Second French Book. By S. Alge and Wai^ 
TER RiPPMANN, with an introduction by Walter H. 
BuELL. 175 pages, 3 full-page illustrations, flexible cloth 
binding. Price, 50 cents ; by mail, 55 cents. 

The Second French Book has many useful ex^dses on the tenses 
in the form of reading lessons. It is essentially a reader, and about 
half the volume is taken up with a charming short story by Jeanne 
Mariet, La Tdche du Petit Pierre^ a very suitable exercise for initiat- 
ing beginners into continuous prose. The pupil reads the story of 
the experiences of a boy who is about his own age, lives in a French 
atmosphere and feels like a real French child. 

French Daily Life. A reader giving in simple French full 
information on the various topics of French Life, Man- 
ners, and Institutions. A guide for the pupil as well as 
the traveler. Adapted by Walter Rippmann from Dr. 
Kron's "Le Petit Parisien," with an introduction by 
Walter H. Buell. 173 pages, cloth binding. Price, 
75 cents; by mail, 80 cents. 

It is like taking a trip to Paris to read " French Daily Life.'' Its 
atmosphere is French and its language is that of the France of 
to-day. The pupil discusses matters of health and home ; s^oes 
sight-seeing and makes excursions to Fontainebleau : orders lunch in 
a caf6 and goes to the opera ; makes purchases and bickers with the 
cabman ; goes to school in arithmetic ; takes lessons in army life and 
makes visits and receives calls — in fact, he is for the time being a 
native of France and a resident of the French capital. The following 
list of contents will show how fully the various sides of French life 
are represented : 

Contents. — Les Visites. Formules de politesse. Magasins. 
Achats. Caf6. Brasserie. Restaurant. Jeux. Journeaux. Fumer. 
Repas. Famille. Toilette. Corps humain. Infirmit^s, maladies et 
sant^. Habitation. Hdtel. Ville. Paris. Prindpales villes de France. 
A la campagne. Divisions du Temps. Date. Age. Jours de fSte. 
Heure. Saisons et Temps. M onnaies. Poids. Mesures. Arithm^ 
tiaue. En voyage. Moyens de locomotion. Postes. T616graphe. 
Telephone. £lectricit6. Amusements et r6cr&tion. Enseignement. 
Professions et industries. Commerce. Administration et constitu- 
tion de la France. Arm6e. Marine. Locutions famiU^res et triviales. 
Argot parisien. Fautes. Choses et autres. Appendix. 

Le Mattre Phon6tique. — "livre ^ recommander aux 
Strangers qui veulent connaitre le fran9ais d'une mani^re 
pratique, et surtout ^ ceuz visitant la France et sp^ciale- 
ment Paris. . . . 

Son avantage, c'est qu'il fait vndment connaitre le 
fran9ais tel qu'il se parle et non comme on P^tudie g6n^- 
ralement dans les livres.'* 



Nawson's Pint aennaD Book. Based on the " Holx«l 
Pictures" of the Fanr Seasons. By S. Alck, S. Ham. 
bi;kgek, and Walter Riffuann, with an inlroductioD 
by Walter H. Buell. 244 pages, 4 full-page illustra- 
tions, cloth Knding. Price, 60 cents; hy mail, 65 cents. 

!din.S97.a 
and Italy, acd a 

many aiteratioas appeared in November, 1H98, The thlid edition of 
the book was again considerably improved, and aiace Mr. Rippmann 
undertook to prepare a special edition for English children, has had 
a wide sale in England. The aim of the bxik is to give children 
those things which are essential for the intelligent appreciation of 
German life and Uterature. The vocabulary consists of common 
words, is well selected, and is apphed in «uch a way as to stimulate 
Inteteat and strengthen memory. The method of the book, the Ger- 
rnan rules, the exercises, all presuppose that German will be the Ian* 
Riage of the clas^roonu It is intended for average pupils of tho 
Grammar school ago. 

Newson's Oorman Reader, By S. Algk and Walter 
RiPFMAHN, with an introdaction by Walter H. Buell. 
273 page*. 13 illnstntions, flexible cloth Innding. Price, 
75 cents ; by mail, 80 cents. 

This book concerns itself with the bonw and familiar objects of 
the street, with poems that are wiitten within the grup <rf every 

pupil, and with stories that are within his experience. Tb- *— 

Lry is in German, and is sufficiently elementary to lie clear 
tical. A pupil who does the work which the eiUtora have s< 
prepared for him will have talcen a long step forward hi 
The two Hohel pictures .»aa« and H^ainnnj^ hare been ui 
basis of a series of lessons on German life and ways. 

In an appendix are several fairy tales and poems, which 
be read as slowly as the Ltiiiiilctt, but are meant to  
learners to read for themselves. Th^ are In simple lanf 
will therefore present little difficulty. 

In addition to small reproductions of the " HSlzel Pictui 
ue portraits of Gutenberg and Dilrer and a number of i 
Hr. Annvng Bell, illustrating Aschenputtel and Dorarosclu 

Oennan Dally Life. A reader giving in dmple 
full information on the various topics of Gein 
Manners, and Institutions. By Di. R. Kkon, a 
" French Daily Ufe," with an introduction by 
H. BuBLL. 369 pages, flexible cloth bini^ng. 
cents; bj m^, 80 cents. 



The success which attended the publication of ** French DaUj 
Life ** encouraged the author to prepare a volume dealing with the 
daily life of his own countrymen, which he describes in a number of 
bririitly written chapters. 

The general arrangement b the same as that in '* French Daily 
Life," we lucidity of which contributed so greatly to its wide 
popularity. 

The contents of the volume are as follows : 

1. Warum lemen wir Deutsch? ii. Besuch; Einige Gespnichs- 
formeln. iii. Kaufladen. iv. Im Laden, v. Bier- und Weinlokale ; 
Wiener Caf6s; Restaurants; Zeitvertreib. vi. Mahlzeiten; Gesell- 
schaften. vil. Bei Tisch. viii. Wohnung; Pension; Hotel, ix. 
Familie. x. Toilette, xi. Der menschliche KSrper. xii. Korper- 
liche Gebrechen und Krankheiten. xiii. Unterrichtswesen. xiv. 
Religion und Kirchenwesen. xv. Berufsarten. xvi. Angewand- 
tes Rechnen. xvii. Geld; Mass; Gewicht xviii. Zeit. xix. 
Jahreszeiten und Witterung. xx. Festlichkeiten. xxi. Erholung 
und Zeitvertreib. xxii. Reisen ; Eisenbahn ; Schifif. xxiii. Strassen- 
bahn; Omnibus; Droschke; Automobile; Fahrrad; Luftballon. 
XXIV. Post; Telegraph; ICabel; Telephon; Elektrizitat. xxv. 
Stadt im allgemeinen ; B«:lin ; Provincialstadte ; Erkundigung nach 
dem Wege. xxvi Auf dem Lande. xxvii. Das Deutsche Reich, 
xxviii. Militilrwesen. xxix. Das beste Deutsch. xxx. AUtags- 
deutsch; Unterhaltungsformeln. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. — Under their arrangement with 
Messrs. J. M. Dent & Company, of London, for the 
American rights of Newson's Modem Language Books, 
Messrs. Newson & Company are not able to make as 
liberal a distribution of samples as they could wish. In- 
asmuch as they greatly desire to bring the series to the 
attention of all teachers of the Modem Languages, they 
beg leave to submit the following : 

X. They will send, carriage paid, to any teacher who may request 
tiiem, the series of three Frendi books for jpi.50 net, or the series of 
three German books for $1.75 net, or 

2. They will send either the French or German books, or the en- 
tire series, to any teacher of the Modem Languages who may ask for 
them, charges paid, for examination, with the understanding that if 
not adopted the books will be returned after examination at the pub* 
lisher's expense. If the teacher decides to introduce the books, the 
sample copies submitted are to be retained for desk use. 

Teachers who may desire to examine the books are kindly re* 

J[uested to spedf y the conditions upon which they wish to have them 
orwarded. 

NEWSON & COMPANY, Publishers, 

15 East Seventeenth Street, 
NEW YORK. 



To avoid tine, this book should be returned on 
or before the date last stamped bdow 
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